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Forewords

Throughout history, Catalonia has lived through all kinds of events. Our 
past, from the arrival of Greek civilization in Roses and Empúries, via the 
events of 1714 or the Renaixença, to the Civil War from 1936 to 1939, has 
been a succession of glorious acts, of conquering kings and of wars lost, 
of power and decline, of hard times and of prosperity.

In all these events, the Catalan people, their ideals and their institutions 
have been able to adapt, to learn from the past to face the future, the 
challenges of what is to come. The institution that I have the honor 
of presiding is the living example of this legacy that extends over the 
centuries.

The book you have in your hands is nothing more than the realisation of 
this desire to overcome, this will of the people to write their own history, 
of the inherent need to become conscious builders of what we want to 
be. In this we join our neighbouring nations. And, like all of them, we’ve 
always succeeded.

The difference between us and neighbouring countries, for now, are 
present circumstances. These nations have become states, with all that 
this entails. Therefore the future - and survival - of Catalonia is as a 
modern state, with its ability for self-determination. This is our aspiration 
and our desire.

The path is laid out and depends only on us to achieve it. We wish to 
do it right, in a transparent, democratic and civil way, in peace and calm 
and allowing everyone to express their opinion in complete freedom. Our 
yearnings are of purely democratic radicality and our Europeanism dates 
back to the Middle Ages.
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The past serves to show what we were. The present tells us where we 
are. The future is unknown, but we are very clear about what, one day or 
other, and sooner rather than later, we will be.

Carles Puigdemont i Casamajó

President de la Generalitat de Catalunya
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If the past is not known the present cannot be fully understood. The key 
to comprehending the context in which we find ourselves, to discovering 
who we are and why we are, is to be found in history. It is from previous 
experiences, of what has happened and what we know now, that human 
beings make decisions and plan and analyze the future and likely scenarios.

Just as this is applicable to our lives, so it is to nations. In this sense, this 
book is a tool to help understand the Catalan nation, where it is today and 
its desires for the future. A nation committed to peace, liberty and de-
mocracy, values rooted in Catalan society and consolidated by the course 
of history. A nation open to the world, which believes itself to be neither 
greater nor lesser than any other, but which simply aspires to govern itself, 
take its place on the international stage with its own voice, its own lan-
guage, contributing its own vision, in the melting pot of cultures that is 
today’s globalised world; an aspiration that has translated into one politi-
cal plan or other, depending on the moment and historical context.

This work is a guide, a map of our collective history. In summarised, sche-
matic form, it sets out the facts and shows the steps that have brought us 
to the present moment.

The final part is an alternative presentation of the contributions featured in 
the book “Outstanding Catalan Contributions”. The Catalan nation has sur-
vived and is determined to continue to do so, despite the various attempts 
to obfuscate and even eliminate our identity. Therefore, remembering the 
contributions of Catalan women and men in all fields of human activity 
is the best way of making ourselves known to the world. Reclaiming our 
contributions using the original Catalan names of well-known figures is 
also the way to making ourselves understood.
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The publication is completed by “The path to the future”, a contribution 
that introduces the economic context and the geopolitical siutation in 
Catalonia in order to reveal the potential and the role it can play in the 
European and Mediterranen setting.

Catalonia needs to make itself understood and known to the world today, 
at a time in which, paradoxically, the globalisation of culture has restored 
the value of identity, in which the distinguishing traits of a people are key 
to economic activity and in which Europe needs to voice the plurality of 
national and social realities that make it up to sustain and relaunch the 
common European project.

Catalonia can take its place in the world as a political and cultural nation; 
this is the will of its citizens. And this book is a good instrument to help us 
understand and know ourselves, but also to help others understand the 
context and political plans of our country a little better.

Carme ForCadell i lluís

Presidenta del Parlament de Catalunya
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The political future of Catalonia is a challenge that is important enough 
not to ignore all the means and opportunities that present themselves to 
make heard the voice of a people which, despite being one of the most 
notable European cultures of the last millennium, have seen misprized and 
silenced their own history, culture and language and, to stress the point, 
their spiritual and material contribution to human development. The fact 
that Catalonia has not had its own institutions and sovereigns since 1714 
has relegated Catalan contribution to progress almost to the point of os-
tracism. Many events, both exceptional and otherwise, that have taken 
place from the Middle Ages right up to the present time, have gone unno-
ticed, been belittled or simply been “borrowed”, first by Castile and latterly 
proclaimed in the name or on behalf of Spain.

In the course of our history, many have made expert contributions and 
analyses of great importance and relevance to our society. However, ac-
customed as we are to focusing on the development of large cities and 
present-day centres of power, we should add to the debate the concept 
of “territories” and the contribution to the overall good of the country of 
regions such as Lleida which, in spite of always having had small popula-
tions, are part of the foundations of what Catalonia is today (as JV Foix 
said, “variety in a language is the seasoning of a common speech”).

The province of Lleida was a strategic enclave of the expansionist aspirations 
of King James of Catalonia and Aragon, from Valencia to Mallorca and from 
Sardinia to Neopatras, as well as the canvass for an institutional and polit-
ical undertaking that was ahead of its time, described by Pau Casals at the 
United Nations as “the world’s first parliament”. In the early Middle Ages, the 
Studium Generale of Lleida town, the first in the Catalan-Aragonese Crown 
and one of the first universities of Christendom, brought eminent writers, 
thinkers and scientists to the area. Josep Lladonosa, a historian from nearby 
Alguaire, said that Lleida “was once a university city of considerable renown”.
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This assertion by Lladonosa was based on the fact that the Studium Generale 
received students from around the kingdom and that  Lleida was home 
to scientists, writers and intellectuals of widespread repute. Figures such 
as doctors Jaume d’Agramunt and Arnau de Vilanova; the latter, born in 
Valencia and settled in Lleida, marked one of the culminating moments 
of scholastic bio-medical science at the turn of the 14th century; teachers, 
jurists and intellectuals like Francesc Eiximenis, who between 1384 and 1408 
lived in Valencia, where he was very active as a preacher and adviser to the 
City Council and where he wrote most of his works; the Majorcan Franciscan, 
Anselm Turmeda, who converted to Islam, severely reprimanding the eccle-
siastical class and the Dominicans; or Saint Vincent Ferrer, ecclesiastic and 
writer, reader and teacher of theology at Valencia Cathedral and Professor 
of Logic at the Studium in Lleida, whom Fuster described - for his gifts as an 
orator and his propensity to theatricalise - as a “brilliant histrionic” since, in 
addition to a retinue of flagellants, penitents, musicians and assistants, ac-
cording to the diary of the chaplain of Alfonso the Magnanimous, “was fol-
lowed around by more than CCC persons, men and women, amongst whom 
were many priests and learnèd men and men of science”.

And finally, among many other names, emerges that of Alfons de Borja, 
later Callixtus III, canon of Lleida Cathedral and one of the most important 
figures of medieval Christianity, whose pontificate marked the beginning of 
the era in which the Vatican curia spoke  Catalan, while Rome gasped, “O 
Dio, la chiesa romana in mani dei catalani!” (Oh God, the Roman Church in 
the hands of the Catalans!”).

Catalonia: Understanding its history, present and desires for the future and 
Outstanding Catalan Contributions are initiatives of the Occitano-Catalan 
Foundation whose aim is to boost self-esteem, to reverse the  overt and 
secular loss of standing of Catalan society and to reflect on the future and the 
vast potential of a Catalonia fervently determined to decide its own future.

Joan reñé

President de la Diputació de Lleida
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As Joan Amorós has written a brief narrative of the events that the peoples 
of Catalonia have lived through since Greek times, I, for my part, will 
recount the story of this publication.

Catalonia, is derived from texts published some years ago by Joan Amorós, 
which he updated, revised and completed to put together a short summary 
of the history of Catalonia which formed part of the introduction to the 
magnum opus Outstanding Catalan Contributions, which I am proud to 
have published. 

From this yen to produce a summary of Catalonia’s history and dissemi-
nate it to the widest possible audience - a yen shared by many people close 
to him, both affectively and culturally speaking - emerged a plan: to seek 
the recognition of the participation of the Catalans in the telling of the 
story of humanity, of rebuilding awareness of the contributions that the 
Catalans have made to the advancement of humanity. This culminated in 
the mammoth work that is Outstanding Catalan Contributions, published, 
of course, in Catalan, as well as in three of the most predominant languag-
es both in Europe and around the world.

Often, history books collect the bounty of war and conflict in which there 
are winners and losers. This work is the complete opposite. It is not a book 
about winners, nor of losers, but represents a magnificent compendium 
which enables us to show our history in a positive light. 

When publishers work on history books, tales of the past, aside from the 
text itself and other aspects such as the particular specialism involved, 
what concerns us is the way the content is presented on paper. History is a 
vast human science and not everyone possesses the quality of being able to 
explain it to the ordinary reader in a clear and simple manner, something 
in which, when all is said and done, I believe Joan Amorós has succeeded.
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That I am convinced of the plain and simple and very cohesive way in 
which he narrates the history of Catalonia is perhaps because I feel that 
way reading it and because of the author’s meticulously documentated de-
scriptions, supervised as they are by the great historian Jaume Sobrequés i 
Callicó, who has written the Preface.

It is the story of one unversed in the subject but passionately captivated 
by the history of his people who retells it to us, similarly uninformed but 
equally passionate people, in a lucid and appealing style. And this merited 
a search for the most suitable format, in background and form, for the 
resulting text.

In this sense, it seems to me, sincerely, that Pagès Editors has been up to 
the perfectly legitimate demands and expectations the author and promo-
tors of this work: to make every effort to provide a means of dissemination 
and competent physical support for this précis of history which lends us 
the tools to consolidate the present and build foundations for the future.

Allow me, before I finish, to mention the book’s cover. The chosen design, 
by Ramon Mir, evokes the magma which boils within the earth and sym-
bolises our Catalonia, our beloved land, which is shaking and rising up, 
emboldened to build a new country that embraces history and all those 
who bore witness to our existence as a people.

Lluís Pagès i marigot

Chairman of Pagès Editors (the publishers)
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Preface

In the mid-19th Century, when those involved in the Catalan Renaissance 
proposed revitalising the Catalan identity, damaged by so many years of an-
ti-Catalan centralism, one of its most important objectives was to bringing 
Catalonia’s past back to life. Thus, studies of history gained an important 
place in cultural and political life. It was at the time a matter of overcoming 
the silence with which Spanish governments since 1714 had treated Catalan 
culture, and therefore the country’s history, in both cultural and educational 
spheres.

Something even more serious, from the perspective of neglect and repres-
sion, was to occur after the defeat of 1714. From 1939, Franco’s regime was 
even more cruel to Catalonia. It was no longer simply a matter of silence 
about all matters concerning Catalan history, language and culture, but 
unbridled and systematic persecution. Things changed with the arrival of 
democracy and the creation of the autonomous region in 1978 and 1980. 
Things changed, but not far enough: there are still failings, and ignorance 
of the history of Catalonia continues among many groups of people in the 
country. Just when it appeared that, under the guidance of the education 
ministry of the various Generalitat governments since 1980, the history of 
Catalonia was to definitively recover its rightful place, a new centralist and 
anti-Catalan sentiment from the Madrid government has led to meddling 
in the Catalan education system. Therefore anything which contributes 
to remedying this lack of knowledge and to countering this new attack 
which, as I have explained, the education system has not solved, must be 
welcomed. It is from this perspective that the summary of the history of 
Catalonia written by our friend Joan Amorós cannot be seen as anything 
but extremely positive. It is not addressed at specialists but, rather more 
importantly, at all those citizens of Catalonia and around the world, who 
are interested in finding out where we come from; that Catalonia was an 
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independent country for many centuries, that we had our own self-gov-
erning institutions, a different legal system from our neighbours and 
Courts which created the laws of the country; and that all of this was lost 
through a war, whose winners annihilated the state structure of Catalonia 
and put an end to the country’s independence. Given that since 1714 the 
Catalan people has never been able to express its opinion on whether or 
not it wishes to return to the situation before the defeat, it is indeed legit-
imate to maintain that, in a way, Catalonia continues to be an occupied 
country.

300 years after this major defeat, in spite of the progress made, the task 
of fighting for the survival of our nation has not ended, and it requires the 
highest level of commitment from those of us who wish to make Catalonia 
a country just like the rest of the countries in the world. Along these lines, 
2017 could mark a decisive milestone in our national history. It is in the 
hands of the Catalan people, no one else.

Jaume sobrequés i CalliCó

Catedràtic emèrit d’història de Catalunya  
de la Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona
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The purpose of this book is to help the reader understand the history of 
Catalonia, by highlighting key aspects. It also aims to show the potential - 
and viability - of the nation as a sovereign state, in an objective way.

The reality is that Catalonia’s history is a series of “successes”, “declines” and 
“recoveries”. By means of its “successes” and “recoveries”, the nation has 
made significant contributions to humanity and has survived until today.

Its history can be divided into the following periods of time : firstly the 
“Prolegomena”, from prehistory to the Muslim invasion.Then came “the 
genesis and consolidation of identity” from the beginning of the recon-
quest to Peter I the Catholic.Then the first decline arrived with the Battle 
of Muret and the ruin of the incipient Occitan-Catalan state and with this, 
clearly, the first recovery embodied by the conquest of Mallorca and Valen-
cia and the Mediterranean expansion. We then move on to the second de-
cline, a long period including the destruction wreaked by the last epidemic 
of the Black Death, the Catalan Revolt (with separation of the territories of 
Roussillon and part of Cerdanya) and the War of the Spanish Succession 
(with the loss of national freedoms), to naturally move on to the second 
recovery, which included all of the promising Catalan Renaissance period, 
an nineteenth century cultural movement promoting revitalisation of the 
Catalan language and culturewhich was destroyed by the third decline, a 
period covering the whole Franco period when the harshest persecution of 
history was experienced by the people and culture. We then reach the last 
quarter of the 20th century and the first years of the 21st century, the third 
recovery? This phase began with the progressive restoration of the self-gov-
ernment institutions which still continues today.

The people must now make their own history.

Introduction
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Indeed, this is a key time, as positive consolidation of the European Union 
and greater respect for individual and collective rights are creating a more 
promising context.

In the geographical region there is a axis of economic development, which 
includes all of the north-western Mediterranean. Within this band, Cata-
lonia and the Occitan-Catalan area will continue to be increasingly signif-
icant.

In this new millennium, the possibility of initiating a third recovery is within 
our grasp; this will represent a definitive success and cancel the effect of the 
previous declines permanently.

Achieving this is down to nothing more than us and the effort we put in.

Through this summary, we wish to pay tribute to the great historian Fer-
ran Soldevila. We hope that reading it will help us, as Catalans, to reflect 
and decide to make this third recovery truly effective. For those from the 
rest of the world, we hope it will help you understand more easily the 
desires of our people.
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Brief History of Catalonia





Greek Colonisation

Between the 8th and 6th centuries BC, the Greeks settled in vari-
ous locations on the coast of Catalonia. These include in particular 
Rhode (Roses) and Emporion (Empúries). The influence on Iberian 
culture was significant.

The Iberians

Iberian culture reached its apogee between the middle of the 5th 
century and the 3rd century BC.

It was characterised by an intensification of urban life, the use of iron 
as a basic metal, the manufacture of ceramics, the adoption of a spe-
cific writing system, notable contributions to sculpture and painting, 
the appearance of a monetary economy and the cremation of the 
dead. It extended through the Mediterranean basin from Murcia in 
what is now the south of Spain to the mouth of the Rhône River.

CELTS IB
ER

IA
NS

VASCONS

TARTESSUS
HEMEROSKOPEION

RHODE
EMPORION

MASSALIA
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A very important aspect of the region’s geography, which has had 
an important influence on our history, is that the Eastern Pyrenees 
are not a barrier. Their crossing points, including the Alberes passes, 
the Coll de la Perxa and even the Coll de la Quillana, are easy to cross 
year-round. This has meant that over time a single civilisation has been 
able to extend on either side of the Pyrenees.

The Carthaginian Invasion

In their fight against Rome during the Punic Wars, the Carthaginians 
invaded the domains of the Iberians towards the end of the 3rd cen-
tury BC. The Carthaginian General Hannibal conquered many of the 
Iberian tribes after attacking and destroying Sagunt (219 BC).

The Romans landed in Empúries (218 BC), and then expelled them 
from all areas.

Romanisation

Between the latter part of the 3rd century BC and the end of the 2nd 
century BC, the Romans dominated all the areas where Catalan and 
Occitan are spoken today.

They brought their language and law, and developed agriculture, 
livestock farming, industry (mainly linen) and trade. They brought 
their art (a reflection of Greek art), and were responsible for great 
public constructions: amphitheatres, theatres, circuses, baths, brid-
ges, aqueducts and other structures.

They built major communication routes, such as via Augusta and via 
Domitia. They founded, or refounded, towns and cities (including Ta-
rraco, known today as Tarragona, Barcelona and Valencia) and urban 
life underwent a major expansion.
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Christianisation

Indigenous religions disappeared as a consequence of the Roman in-
fluence, with its worship of the Roman gods and the emperors. Later, 
this also disappeared with Christianity’s increasing dominance. The 
Christian lifestyle quickly took root in Catalan territory and was fully 
consolidated between the 1st and 3rd centuries AD. Persecution and 
martyrdom were common initially, until the Roman Empire accepted 
the new religion.

The ecclesiastical hierarchy imitated the empire’s organisational 
structure and divided Christians into parishes, dioceses and arch-
dioceses, most of which have survived until today.

The Roman Empire at its greatest extent
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Visigoth Domination

The Visigoths were the most civilised of the Germanic barbarians.

At the beginning of the 5th century they occupied much of what is 
today known as Occitania and also the Iberian Peninsula. 

The first capital was in Toulouse of Languedoc, but later when they 
were expelled by the Franks, it was moved to Narbonne, then to 
Barcelona and finally to Toledo.

In the lands where Catalan is currently spoken, and in Septimania 
(Occitania), there were many revolts and attempts to create a king-
dom outside the control of the Toledo monarchy.

Visigoth domination.

KINGDOM OF TOLEDO

549
-71

0

KINGDOM OF  

TOULOUSE

395
-51

0
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Muslim Invasion and Domination

The Muslims invaded the Iberian Peninsula and southern Gaul at 
the beginning of the 8th century but in Occitania and Old Catalonia 
the domination did not last long. This domination was important 
because, along with the reconquest, it led to the appearance of in-
dependent Christian states.

Soon all of Occitania and Old Catalonia became part of the Carolin-
gian Empire, which completely differentiated them from the other 
Hispanic Christian kingdoms.

At the same time, Catalonia was the focal point for passing on the 
advances of Arab culture to the rest of Europe.

Muslim conquest and Frank reconquest.

Muslim conquest

Frank reconquest

Zaragoza
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Toledo
711

Tarifa
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732
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Girona 718-785

Barcelona 716-801
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Reconquest

With the Muslim invasion, many inhabitants of Catalonia fled to 
territories that were still free, and then to Occitania, from where 
their descendants would return once the Franc reconquest began.

It should be noted that the Franks were responsible for the recon-
quest of the Occitan lands and Catalonia, and the Visigoths for the 
rest of the Iberian Peninsula.

The Franks’ reconquest reinforced the connections between Cata-
lonia and the other Occitan territories, and led to full incorpora-
tion into the heart of Europe. It was started in Poitiers by Charles 
Martel in 732. Narbonne was reconquered in 759, Girona in 785 
and Barcelona in 801.

The Carolingian Empire at the beginning of the 9th century.

Barcelona

Aquisgranum
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The reconquered territories were set up as counties and repopula-
ted by the residents of Occitania; this is why many place names are 
repeated on either side of the Pyrenees.

Catalonia participated directly in the administrative, social and ec-
clesiastical organisation, and in the cultural renaissance, as promo-
ted by Charlemagne. Unlike other Iberian territories, as a result of 
belonging to the Carolingian Empire feudalism was fully developed. 

The Catalan countdoms. Wilfred the Hairy

The first Catalan countdoms were Roussillon, Cerdanya, Empúries, 
Urgell, Osona, Girona and Barcelona. Pallars and Ribagorça belon-
ged to the counts of Toulouse.

Wilfred the Hairy (870-897), related to the house of the Counts of 
Carcassonne, Count of Barcelona, Besalú, Cerdanya, Girona and Ur-
gell (appointed by Frankish king Charles II the Bald), repopulated 
the centre of Catalonia. He founded the glorious House of Barce-
lona, which in the end reigned over all Catalan-speaking countries, 
a large part of Occitania, Aragon and also the islands of Sicily and 
Sardinia.

Legend has it that he was responsible for the Catalan flag.

He founded the monasteries of Santa Maria de Ripoll and Sant Joan 
de les Abadesses.

Abbot Oliba and the institution of Peace and Truce. 
Ramon Berenguer I and the Usages

In 1027, Oliba, bishop of Vic and abbot of Cuixà and of Ripoll, from 
the synod of Touluges established the Peace and Truce of God, to 
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stop the ongoing feudal battles of the early middle ages. The insti-
tution was then extended throughout feudal Europe.

The Catalan counts gradually separated from the Franks, after which 
Ramon Berenguer I (1035-1076) and his wife, Almodis (daughter of 
the counts of Limousin), assisted by a board of magistrates and law-
yers, promulgated the Usages, the first known feudal legal code in the 
world. They represent a pact-based conception of power relations, in 
which the actions of the count are limited by the customs and rights 
of the country. In fact, they are the first constitutional charter of Cata-
lonia (ratified one hundred and sixty years before the English Magna 
Carta was promulgated).

Ramon Berenguer I extended his domains throughout western Ca-
talonia and incorporated into the House of Barcelona the counties 
of Carcassonne and Rasès, and various lands and castles within the 
counties of Toulouse and Foix in the Narbonne regions, Comenge 
and Sabartès.

In around 1058, the song Cançó de Santa Fe was written in a language 
straddling Languedoc and Catalan. In the following century, some 
fragments of the Fòrum Iudicum and Homilies d’Organyà were writ-
ten in Catalan. 

Ramon Berenguer III and the Union with Provence

Ramon Berenguer III continued the expansion of the House of Bar-
celona through the neighbouring lands of Occitania. On his marria-
ge to Douce, Countess of Provence in 1112, this beautiful Mediterra-
nean country was incorporated into his domains.

He was also responsible for the restoration of Tarragona in 1118 and 
went on expeditions to the Balearics and to Valencia, although in 
these cases his conquests were short-lived.
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Ramon Berenguer IV and the Union with Aragon

In order to defend itself against the threat of being annexed by the 
kings of Castile, Aragon approached Catalonia.

The marriage of Peronella, daughter of Ramiro II the Monk, king of 
Aragon, to Ramon Berenguer IV, was agreed and took place in 1137.

Neither Catalonia nor Aragon wanted to become involved in the life 
of the other and, with great respect for each other, maintained their 
own institutions under a single monarch.

Ramon Berenguer IV completed the reconquest of Catalonia, libe-
rating Tortosa (1148), Lleida, Fraga and Mequinensa (1149), Miravet 
(1152) and Prades and Ciurana (1153) from Saracen power.

Territories under the jurisdiction of the House of Barcelona, 
at the beginning of the 13th century.
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The expansion of the House of Barcelona through 
Occitan Lands

In the time of Alfons I of Catalonia and Aragon (1162-1196), in addi-
tion to Provence the counties or viscounties of Carcassonne, Rasès, 
Lauraguès, Bearn, Bigorra, Millau, Gavaldà, Carladès, Montpellier 
and Foix were connected to the House of Barcelona.

All of these territories and other Occitan lands were closely connec-
ted to Catalonia through linguistic and cultural links. The poetry 
of the troubadours flourished on both sides of the Pyrenees, as did 
Romanesque art.

Peter I the Catholic and the Battle of Muret

By then Albigensian or Cathar heresy had spread throughout the 
Languedoc. A major crusade was planned to combat it, which 
would in fact disguise the French appetite for invasion. Most of the 
crusaders were French; Simon of Montfort was the leader.

Peter I tried to stop the crusade by all diplomatic means. Seeing that all 
his efforts were in vain, he took up arms to help the counts of Toulou-
se, Foix and Comenge, who had previously been in vassalage to him.

In September 1213, a great battle took place close to Muret and the 
king was killed. His death led to the ruin of the incipient Occitan-Ca-
talan state.

James I and the Conquest of Mallorca and Valencia

James I the Conqueror was born in Montpellier and had a difficult 
childhood due to the premature death of his father. His education 
was entrusted to the Templars.
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In an assembly in Barcelona in 1228, when he was just twenty years old, 
he decided to conquer Mallorca. On 31 December 1229 the city of Ma- 
llorca was conquered, with the rest of the island following shortly 
afterwards. Ibiza was conquered in 1235 and Menorca, a tributary 
state of James I since 1231, was conquered definitively in 1287 during 
the reign of Alfons II.

James I began the conquest of the Valencia in 1232. The Muslims of 
the city of Valencia surrendered on 28 September 1238 and the king 
made his triumphant entry on 9 October.

James I also conquered Murcia in 1266, but he handed it over to his 
son-in-law, Alfonso the Wise, King of Castile.

In 1258, James I signed the Treaty of Corbeil with Louis IX, King of 
France, through which James I renounced his rights to the Occitan 
lands. In exchange, the French renounced their theoretical rights to 
Catalonia from the Carolingian time.

Peter II the Great

After the end of the great reconquest by James I, Catalonia’s count-
kings began the great Mediterranean adventure.

Peter II the Great (1276-1285) went to the aid of the Sicilians; they 
had revolted against Charles of Anjou and the French, who had in-
vaded the island. The revolt, which broke out in 1282, is known by 
the name of Sicilian Vespers. The Sicilians offered the crown to Pe-
ter the Great who, along with his host, freed the island from the 
power of the French.

Charles of Anjou issued him a personal challenge in Bordeaux, but it 
was a trap. Despite this, Peter II, in disguise, went to Bordeaux and 
left evidence of his presence.
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The French later invaded Catalonia, but they were beaten back by sea 
(in the battle of the Formigues Islands by the admiral Roger de Llúria) 
and by land (in the battle of the Coll de Panissars) and had to return 
to France with the dying king.

Roger de Llúria gave a now-famous response to the emissaries of the 
King of France, who requested that he grant a truce: “No vessel will 
travel by sea if does not bear the flag of Peter II, no fish will swim in 
the sea if on its tail it does not have the coat of arms with the four 
bars of His Highness, King of Catalonia, Aragon, Valencia and Sicily”.

In the time of Peter II the Great, the Catalan Courts took form and 
were allocated specific powers (1283): they were the first European 
parliament. 

Mediterranean Expansion

The treaty of Anagni, brought about by Pope Boniface VIII to end the 
battles between the Catalans and Angevins (of the House of Anjou) 
in the Mediterranean, gave James II the Just (1291-1327) the inves-
titure of Sardinia and Corsica, but he returned Sicily to the Anjous.

Yet the Sicilians did not accept this and nominated as their king Fre-
deric, brother of James II, who at that time was governor of the 
island. Helped by the Almogavers (warriors who fought under the 
flags of the kings of the House of Barcelona), they fought against 
the Angevins until victory was achieved with the peace of Caltabe- 
llotta (1302).

Thus the House of Barcelona continued to reign in Sicily, which was 
reincorporated into the general domains of the Catalan-Aragonese 
Crown in the time of King Martin the Humane.

After these actions the Almogavers, who had fought alongside Fre-
derick of Sicily, went to the aid of the Emperor of Constantinople to 
fight against the Turks, and won great victories, led by Roger de Flor.
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Despite this, a powerful party was formed amongst the Greeks who 
envied the Almogavers, and Roger de Flor and many of his knights 
were killed at a banquet.

The Catalans, led by Berenguer of Entença and Bernat of Rocafort, 
were strong at Gallipoli and started a terrible war against the Greek 
Empire, known as the Catalan Vengeance. This led to the conquest of 
the duchies of Athens (1311) and Neopatria (1318), which belonged to 
the House of Barcelona until 1388 and 1390 respectively.

In 1323, towards the end of the reign of James II, his son Alfons (who 
in 1327 would succeed him with the name A fons III the Benign) led 
a great expedition and conquered the island of Sardinia, which from 
then formed part of the Catalan-Aragonese Crown.

Flourishing art, literature and sciences

While Catalonia and the other Catalan-speaking countries were de-
veloping their national institutions, their culture was also developing 
in all fields of human knowledge, and came to occupy very impor-
tant position in medieval civilisation.

Expansion of the Catalan-Aragonese Crown in the 13th, 14th and 15th centuries.
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Institutions

The most important institution in the different countries in the Ca-
talan-Aragonese confederation was the Courts, which had legislati-
ve, administrative, economic and judicial powers.

Another fundamental institution, which with time gained political 
and governance responsibilities, was the Generalitat, created in Ca-
talonia and also in a stable form in Valencia and Aragon by Peter III 
the Ceremonious in 1359. Its origin lay in the committees designated 
by the Courts, with members representing the three “branches” of 
which they were composed (military-nobles, ecclesiastics and ro-
yal-bourgeoisie of the cities).

Sciences

Three well-known figures of the 13th and 14th centuries were: Saint 
Ramon of Penyafort in matters of jurisprudence (he advised Saint 
Peter Nolasc about founding the Order of the Blessed Virgin Mary of 
Mercy), Ramon Llull in the field of philosophy and Arnau de Vilano-
va in the fields of theology and medicine.

Mallorcan cartography is also globally recognised: Abraham Cres-
ques was the most famous Catalan cartographer.

Education

The main universities were those of Montpelier (especially for medici-
ne), Lleida and Perpinyà (Perpignan), and later Barcelona and Valencia.

Literature

In the 12th-13th centuries, the poetry of the troubadours flourished 
within all of the Occitan-Catalan region. The most significant were 
Marcabrú, Bernat of Ventadorn, Berenguer of Palol, Guillem of 
Berguedà, Guillem of Cabestany and Guillem of Cervera, but there 
were many others.
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During the 14th Century the Floral Games (Jocs Florals) were introdu-
ced to Toulouse in Languedoc (1323) and Barcelona (by King John I, in 
1393), to provide continuity to Troubadour poetry.

Catalan literature gained strength with the writing of the four great 
chronicles by James I, Bernat Desclot, Ramon Muntaner (who na-
rrated the Catalan expansion throughout the Mediterranean) and 
Peter the Ceremonious, and Lo Somni by Bernat Metge (13th and 
14th centuries), Tirant lo Blanc by Joanot Martorell and the poetry 
of Ausiàs Marc (15th century).

There were also dramatic performances of note, such the play the 
Mystery of Elx.

Law

Catalonia developed its own legislation based on Roman and Canon 
law.

Various compilations were also made, such as the Llibre del Conso-
lat de Mar, a maritime code which was adopted by many European 
countries for several centuries.

Art

Romanesque and Gothic architecture (in its Catalan version, often 
with internal buttresses) are the most notable styles of the period, 
with an influence on churches and cathedrals, but also on civil and 
military buildings.

Some of the most significant examples in the field of Romanesque 
art are the monasteries of Sant Miquel de Cuixà, Sant Pere de Ro-
des, Santa Maria de Ripoll, Sant Joan de Boí, Santa Maria and Sant 
Climent de Taüll and Santa Eulàlia d’Erill la Vall.

The monasteries of Santa Maria de Poblet and Santes Creus (where 
the most important catalan kings, James I and Peter II the Great 
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respectively are buried), are essentially a demonstration of the tran-
sition from Romanesque to Gothic.

The Drassanes (shipyard) in Barcelona is one of the most important 
civil Gothic-style buildings in Europe. 

Extinction of the Catalan Dynasty, the Compromise of 
Caspe and the enthronement of the Trastamara Dynasty

When Martin the Humane died with no direct descendant and wi-
thout leaving a will, the parliaments of Catalonia, Valencia and Ara-
gon had to be brought together in a general parliamentary session 
to elect a new sovereign. Castilian interference in Aragon and Va-
lencia and the involvement of Benet XIII (the Aragonese schismatic 
pope) meant that the delegates designated by the General Parlia-
ment chose the Trastamara Ferdinand of Antequera, infante of Cas-
tile, over James of Urgell, great-grandson of Alfons III the Benign.

And so the Compromise of Caspe ended over five centuries of the 
Catalan dynasty of the House of Barcelona, descended from Wilfred 
the Hairy.

The different mentality of the new dynasty clashed with the tempe-
rament of the Catalan people, and for the first time a distance was 
created between the monarchy and the people.

Conquest of Naples

Alfons IV the Magnanimous conquered Naples in 1443, and thus the 
domains of the Catalan monarchs reached their maximum size.

Yet Alfons the Magnanimous coveted new lands and tried to in-
fluence the Balkan countries in the Adriatic strip, and various Afri-
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can regions in battles and wars disproportionate to the forces of his 
kingdoms. Catalonia, already in a precarious situation due to the 
destruction wreaked by the Black Death and the “Remences” civil 
war, which had decimated the population, was weakened further.

The Preponderance of Barcelona

Barcelona, the capital of Catalonia, and seat of the Royal Cata-
lan-Aragonese Court, was always at the forefront of the movement 
for land and sea expansion. The city set up its own institutions for 
governing the municipality, such as the Consell de Cent (approved 
by James I in 1265) and the “carreratge” law (to extend its privileges 
to other locations of the Crown).

The taula de canvi, the first European institutional bank, was created 
by Barcelona’s Consell de Cent (Council of One Hundred).

Trade was the basis of Barcelona’s greatness, and maritime trade 
was especially important. Large shipyards were built, and the Con-
sell de Cent appointed consuls of Barcelona in all the countries in 
which Catalonia had commercial interests.

Mallorca, Valencia, and the “Kingdoms of the sea”

Mallorca

The Balearic Islands were conquered and populated by Catalans. 
Initially they did not have their own court and sent representatives 
to the Catalan Courts.

On the death of James I, the Balearic Islands, together with the 
counties of Roussillon and Cerdanya and the Domain of Montpelier, 
formed the lands of the monarchs of Mallorca, although as feudal 
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subjects of the Catalan monarchs. In 1344 Peter III the Ceremonious 
reincorporated these lands into Catalonia.

Valencia

Valencia, conquered by the Catalans and the Aragonese, was peopled 
mostly by Catalans. The new realm had its own Court and Generalitat.

Alfons IV the Magnanimous greatly favoured the city of Valencia, 
which at that time reached its greatest material and intellectual 
splendour.

In 1474 the first book in Catalan was printed in Valencia: les Trobes en 
llaor de nostra dona Santa Maria.

“Kingdoms of the sea”

Sicily, Sardinia and Naples constituted the “kingdoms of the sea”.

Sicily

Sicily was governed by a viceroy and had a parliament, also compo-
sed of three branches, and a council very similar to that of Catalonia.

Sardinia

Like the Balearics, Sardinia was predominantly conquered by the Ca-
talans. Many Catalans moved there and even today, Catalan is spoken 
in the city of Alghero. It was governed by a viceroy and sent represen-
tatives to the Catalan Courts. Alfons IV the Magnanimous granted it 
its own courts.

Naples

In Naples the regime from before the conquest (1443) was maintai-
ned. Many Catalan customs were introduced in Naples and Catalan 
was the official language in the Chancellery.
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Athens and Neopatria

These duchies were governed by a vicar general. The Usages were 
law and Catalan was the official language.

The catholic monarchs and the discovery of America

The Trastamaras often had issues with the Catalans concerning tax 
collection. After a period of revolts against King John II, which left 
Catalonia in ruins, the throne was occupied by Ferdinand II the Ca-
tholic (1479-1516), who married Isabel of Castile. The two crowns 
were combined but continued to be independent, without joint 
governance bodies. Despite this, Ferdinand and Isabel spent more 
time in Castile than in any of their other realms, and to an extent 
used it as a base for their actions.

The falling population levels, caused by the Black Death, also left 
Catalonia and the other kingdoms of the Catalan-Aragonese Crown 
in a position of inferiority compared to Castile, which had serious 
consequences.

When Queen Isabel died (1504), Ferdinand II married Germaine of 
Foix and had a son with her. Yet this son, heir of the Catalan-Ara-
gonese Crown, died shortly after birth, making Ferdinand’s heir his 
grandson Charles, son of Joanna of Castile and Philip the Handsome 
of the Habsburg dynasty.

During the time of Ferdinand II, the second rebellion of the Remen-
ces occurred in Catalonia, when these rural serfs wished to be freed 
from the payment of redemption dues if they left the domain in 
which they were registered. The king finally resolved the situation 
through an arbitration sentence, called the Sentence of Guadalupe, 
which was a compromise between the requests of the serfs and the 
claims of the nobility.
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It was also in the time of Ferdinand II that the discovery of America 
occurred with significant participation by Catalonia in its financing. 
During this whole process the initiative was taken by Ferdinand II 
and a document as essential as the capitulations of discovery, sig-
ned by Joan de Coloma, secretary of the Catalan-Aragonese Council 
and Royal protonotary. Although the Catalan origin of Christopher 
Columbus has not been definitively proved, it is increasingly difficult 
to deny.

The Catalan-Aragonese Confederation under the 
monarchs of the Habsburg Dynasty

The House of Austria was represented in the Hispanic kingdoms by 
Charles I, Philip II, Philip III, Philip IV (Philip I, Philip II, Philip III in the 
Catalan-Aragonese confederation) and Charles II. Catalonia fell into 
decline. Despite this, it continued to maintain and defend its institu-
tions and called for authorisation for direct trade with America, which 
it was denied at all times.

In the Mediterranean, Catalonia still had a strong participation in 
the Battle of Lepanto against the Turks, which ended in a great vic-
tory (1571). The figure of the Catalan Lluís de Requesens was key to 
attaining the victory.

The Catalan Revolt, Guerra dels Segadors

The minister of Philip III (IV of Castile), the Count-Duke of Olivares, 
wished that all the kingdoms of which Spain was composed be sub-
ject “to the laws of Castile, without discrimination”.

In the meantime, Europe was rocked by the Thirty Years’ War, be-
tween the houses of the Habsburgs and of France.
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The Catalans tended to take part in very few of the wars under-
taken by the monarchy, as they were considered to be Castile’s mi-
litary actions.

Due to this war, the Spanish army was stationed in Catalonia for 
fourteen years. The soldiers committed all kinds of abuse, until the 
Catalans, who were tired of requesting that they withdraw, and led 
by Pau Claris (president of the Generalitat), took up arms and van-
quished the Spanish Army in the Battle of Montjuïc (1641). After 
various vicissitudes and battles, a peace settlement was reached in 
1652, through which it was established that Catalonia’s privileges 
and constitutions would be maintained.

The Catalan popular song “Els segadors” dates to this time; it later 
became the national anthem of Catalonia.

The Treaty of the Pyrenees (1659), which ended the Thirty Years’ War, re-
presented the separation of the territories of Roussillon and part of Cerda- 
nya (today located in France) from the rest of Catalonia (despite the 
protests of the Catalans, who had nothing to do with the war that 
was settled). 

Decline

As a result of the discovery of America by Christopher Columbus 
in 1492, the trade in the Mediterranean moved to the Atlantic. This 
greatly affected the economy of the Catalan-speaking countries 
and Aragon, as they were denied direct trading with the American 
possessions of the crown (which despite the decisive participation 
of Catalonia in the discovery were considered to be exclusively ow-
ned by the Kingdom of Castile), and its much smaller population 
meant that Catalonia could do little to combat this.
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During the 16th and 17th centuries the nobility was gradually dena-
tured as it mixed with the noble houses of Castile; it stopped using 
its own language and followed the court, though this was confined 
to the ruling classes and did not spread to the masses.

Due to economic hardship, banditry rose in the Catalan countryside.

All genres of literature fell into decline as Catalan was not longer the 
vehicular language of culture and Castilian cultural models domi-
nated. Literature in Catalan did not disappear altogether, but most 
Catalan writers used Spanish. In the field of science the Valencian 
Lluís Vives (1492-1540) stands out for his philosophical, pedagogical 
and legal works.

In the 17th century Baroque art appeared in churches and in the 
houses of nobles.

Fortunately during the 16th and 17th centuries there was a strong 
migratory stream from Occitania, which contributed to redressing 
the demographic situation of Catalonia and the subsequent econo-
mic revival.

War of the Spanish Succession Eleventh of September

Under the governance of the House of Habsburg, Catalonia and 
the other countries of the Catalan-Aragonese Confederation kept 
their institutions. Charles II was the last king of the House of the 
Habsburgs; he died without leaving a descendant and appointed as 
his successor Philip of Anjou of the French House of Bourbon, but 
the Archduke Charles of Austria went to war to recover the crown. 
England and Holland fought alongside him, as did Catalonia and all 
of the Catalan-Aragonese confederation, since the absolutist nature 
of the Bourbon king endangered all of their rights and liberties.
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In the Iberian Peninsula, the war was won by Philip of Anjou (Philip 
V), who first conquered Valencia (Battle of Almansa in 1707) and 
then Aragon (removing all rights and liberties).

It was in this situation that the Emperor of Austria died and the Ar-
chduke Charles took his place. To prevent the union between Aus-
tria and the kingdoms of Spain, the allies abandoned him. In Utre-
cht in 1713 the peace settlement was signed, leaving the Catalans in 
the hands of Philip V. The island of Menorca was ceded to England 
and all of the kingdoms “of the sea” were lost. Neither the archduke, 
the emperor nor the English upheld their pact with Catalonia.

Despite being abandoned by its allies, Catalonia decided to resist 
until the end. Under siege from all sides by Spanish and French 
troops, Barcelona lasted almost 14 months, leading to great admi-
ration for the city throughout Europe.

Finally, on the eleventh of September 1714, Barcelona fell after one 
of the most heroic sieges in history. Notable figures in Barcelona’s 
defence were the leader of the Municipal Council, Rafael Casanova, 
and the General Antoni de Villarroel.

Just a few days later Cardona fell and the following year was the 
turn of Mallorca, which had provided supplies to the city of Barce-
lona several times during the siege.

From this time, heavy repression began and, with the Nova Planta 
Decree pronounced by Philip V, all of Catalonia’s institutions were 
closed down and official use of the Catalan language was banned.

The existing Catalan universities were closed and they were repla-
ced by the newly created university in Cervera. All teaching had to 
be in the Spanish language.
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Catalonia under the Monarchs  
of the House of Bourbon

Beginning of Economic and Commercial Recovery

When the War of the Spanish Succession ended, Catalonia started to 
work on its economic recovery. The bourgeoisie became the guiding 
force for life in the Principality. An important factor in this re-emer-
gence was the concession made by Charles III to Barcelona and other 
Catalan ports, allowing them to trade directly with America (1778).

In this period several institutions were created, such as the Reial 
Acadèmia de Bones Lletres (dedicated to the art of writing) (1729), 
the Academy of Natural Sciences and Arts (1770), the Acade- 
my of Practical Medicine, the College of Surgery of Barcelona, the 
Chamber of Commerce and the Economic Societies of Friends of the 
Country, which were a great boost to the arts, sciences and trade. 
There was strong development of the textile industry, which inclu-
ded the production of threads and cotton and woollen fabrics.

The expulsion of the Jesuits decreed by Charles III affected the 
University of Cervera, which began to decline. Barcelona began its 
claim to restore its university, which it did not achieve until 1842.

In Northern Catalonia, an important figure was the great scientist and 
politician Francesc Aragó (1786-1853), lecturer at the Paris Polytechnic. 
He contributed to studies on light refraction and electromagnetism.

In the art world, the painter Antoni de Viladomat (1678-1755) should 
be noted.

The French Revolution and Napoleon

In 1789, during the reign of Charles IV of Spain, revolution broke 
out in France, leading to abolition of the monarchy and establish-
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ment of a republic. In Catalonia there was great sympathy with the 
French Republic.

The French Revolution was, however, reversed and Napoleon appea-
red, appointing himself emperor. Charles IV and his son Ferdinand 
granted him their rights to the crown of Spain. Napoleon separated 
Catalonia from Spain and annexed it to the French Empire. Cata-
lonia fought to break away. The Battle of the Bruc (1808) and the 
resistance in Girona are examples of the heroic acts of this struggle. 
Under threat in other parts of Europe, Napoleon finally withdrew 
his troops from Spain and agreed with Ferdinand VII to put an end 
to French interference.

From Ferdinand VII to Alfonso XIII

The reigns of Ferdinand VII and of Isabel II of Spain were periods 
of internal civil unrest between liberals and absolutists, which also 
affected Catalonia.

An important figure in these struggles was the Catalan gene-
ral and liberal progressive Joan Prim who, with the idea of esta-
blishing a constitutional monarchic regime, dethroned Isabel II 
and placed Amadeus of Savoy (1870) on the throne.

During this period the Spanish crown lost all of its colonial empire.

When General Prim was assassinated, and Amadeus later renoun-
ced the throne, in 1873 the First Spanish Republic, with federalist 
ideals, was proclaimed. Its first two presidents, Estanislau Figueres 
and Francesc Pi i Margall, were Catalan. The Republic did not last 
long, and the following year the Bourbon Dynasty was restored 
with Alfonso XII, succeeded by Alfonso XIII.

In Catalonia federalist ideologies dominated, and as the industrial 
revolution took place, a strong workers’ movement began to emer-
ge, inspired by international anarchy.
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Catalan Renaissance, La Renaixença

Economic and Industrial Renaissance

From the second half of the 18th century, all the inventions of the 
Industrial Revolution were adopted in or adapted to Catalonia, and 
strong textile and metallurgical industries were consolidated.

In the field of communications, the first railway on the Iberian Penin-
sula was opened between Barcelona and Mataró in 1848. One of the 
most important inventions was the work by Narcís Monturiol, who in 
1859 invented the submarine Ictíneo.

The economic success in Catalonia led to Barcelona hosting the Uni-
versal Exposition in 1888.

Literary Renaissance

The Catalan literary and historiographical renaissance was based 
on romanticism, inspired by the glorious past of the middle ages.

Bonaventura Carles Aribau, with his Oda a la pàtria (1833), is consi-
dered to be the first leader of the Catalan Renaissance. He was to be 
followed by a large number of poets, writers and historians, such as 
Joaquim Rubió i Ors, Jacint Verdaguer (whose most significant poems 
were L’Atlàntida and Canigó), Àngel Guimerà (most notable play Te-
rra baixa), Joan Maragall (author of, amongst other poems, the Cant 
Espiritual), Teodor Llorente, Miquel Costa i Llobera (author of Pi de 
Formentor), Joan Alcover (author of La Balenguera) and Josep Torras i 
Bages (author of La tradició catalana).

All Catalan-speaking regions contributed to this resurgence, even 
the faraway Alghero on the island of Sardinia.
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As a result of this increase in activity, several years later the I Con-
grés Internacional de Llengua Catalana (First International Confe-
rence of the Catalan Language) was held in 1906 and the Institut 
d’Estudis Catalans was founded in 1907 by Enric Prat de la Riba.

The Catalan Renaissance went hand in hand with that of Provence. 
Víctor Balaguer and Jacint Verdaguer had a close relationship with 
Frederic Mistral, who had a significant influence on Catalan writers 
and intellectuals. Mistral (author of Mireia) was also the creator of 
the cultural association Felibritge and of the anthem of Catalan-Oc-
citan brotherhood, Cant de la Copa.

The Standardisation of Catalan

The great writers of the time contributed to the gradual standar-
disation of the language, but it was above all Pompeu Fabra (1868- 
1948) who definitively laid down the rules of modern Catalan at 
the Institut d’Estudis Catalans, with his Normes ortogràfiques (1913), 
Gramàtica Catalana (1918) and the Diccionari general de la llengua ca-
talana, (1932). These rules were also accepted in the País Valencià 
and the Balearic Islands.

These rules were also used as inspiration for the Occitan gram-
marian Loïs Alibert to standardise contemporary Occitan. His 
Gramàtica occitana was published for the first time in Barcelona in 
1935 by the Oficina de Relacions Meridionals of the Generalitat.

Artistic Renaissance

The neoclassical style of the 18th century continued into the first 
part of the 19th century. It then gave way to realist romanticism and 
later to realism and naturalism.

47

BrieF HiStory oF catalonia



Some of the most notable painters include Marià Fortuny, Joaquim 
Vayreda, Ramon Casas, Santiago Rusiñol, Joaquim Sorolla and Isi-
dre Nonell. Sculptors include Marià Benlluire, Agustí Querol, Josep 
Llimona, Josep Clarà, Arístides Maillol, Enric Casanovas and Pau 
Gargallo.

In the field of architecture, modernism became popular, with im-
portant architects such as Elies Rogent, Antoni Gaudí (best known 
for the temple of La Sagrada Família in Barcelona), Lluís Domènech 
i Montaner (Palau de la Música Catalana in Barcelona) and Josep 
Puig i Cadafalch (Casa de les Punxes in Barcelona). In the last pha-
se, well into the 20th century, an important figure was Josep Lluís 
Sert, co-founder of the GATCPAC architectural group, for progress 
in contemporary architecture.

Ildefons Cerdà, town planner, designed the Eixample district of Bar-
celona, and created a new model of city.

In the music field, a strong popular choir movement appeared, en-
couraged by Anselm Clavé (1824-1874). The conservatory of the Liceu 
was founded (1838) and the Orfeó Català was created by the master 
Millet (1891). Prominent composers of the day include Isaac Albé-
niz, Enric Granados, Amadeu Vives (composer of L’emigrant, a choral 
work with text by the poet Jacint Verdaguer), Antoni Nicolau, Enric 
Morera and Pau Casals (world-renowned cellist, composer of El pes-
sebre, nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize, and well known for his 
speech at the United Nations in 1971, praising the Catalan nation and 
encouraging the struggle for peace and freedom in the world).

A Strong Associacionisme Movement

During this period, scientific, cultural and civic entities flourished 
around the Catalan-speaking countries, giving a strong boost to 
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national awareness-raising and knowledge of the country. These 
include, amongst many others, the Cercle del Liceu (1847), the Cer-
cle de Lectura de Reus (1859), the Ateneu Català (1860), the Cercle 
Literari de Vic (1860), the Acadèmia Bibliograficomariana de Lleida 
(1862), the Centre Català (1880) and the Centre Excursionista de Ca-
talunya (1890).

Social Struggles

The gradual industrialisation of the country opened the way to a 
large working class.

The first major strike was that of 1855 against the installation of 
modern machinery, which was attacked for taking work from the 
workers. In 1868 the first anarchist cells were created.

In 1869 the workers’ society “Les tres Classes del Vapor” (The three 
types of steam) was founded, from which would later emerge the 
Partit Democràtic Socialista and the Unió General de Treballadors.

In 1890 International Workers’ day was celebrated for the first time 
on 1 May. In 1909 a revolutionary general strike was declared in Bar-
celona and other Catalan locations, as an expression of the popular 
discontent caused by the war against Morocco; it is known as the 
Tragic Week. There was rioting and severe repression by the army.

In 1910 the Confederació Regional del Treball was created in Barcelo-
na, later to be called the Confederació Nacional del Treball (CNT). It 
played an important role in social struggles until the May Days of 1937 
and the fall of the Second Republic (1939).

As a result of the confrontations, the leaders Francesc Layret (1920) 
and Salvador Seguí (1923) died in bloody attacks.

In 1922, the Unió de Rabassaires was created in the countryside.
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Political Change

Political Catalanism began in the wake of the publication of the Dia-
ri Català (1879), the first daily newspaper in Catalan language, the 
meeting of the I Congrés Catalanista (1880), foundation of the Centre 
Català (1882) and the holding of the II Congrés Catalanista (1884), 
which condemned Catalans being members of Spanish general par-
ties. It continued with the submission of the Memorial de Greuges 
to Alfonso XII (1885), a report concerning the discrimination against 
Catalonia, and with the appearance of Lo catalanisme, the first sys-
tematic exposition of Catalanist doctrine, by Valentí Almirall (1886).

Later, in 1891, the Unió Catalanista was created; the famous Bases de 
Manresa document was presented at its first assembly, claiming an 
autonomous regime for Catalonia (1892).

In 1901 the Lliga Regionalista was created with Lluís Domènech i 
Muntaner, Doctor Bertomeu Robert, Enric Prat de la Riba and Fran-
cesc Cambó. Its mouthpiece was the newspaper La Veu de Catalunya.

To defend the rights of Catalonia, and faced with the central go-
vernment’s Law of Jurisdictions, which meant that any offence 
against the unity of the nation was subject to military jurisdiction, 
the movement Solidaritat Catalana was created. It brought together 
various Catalanist tendencies and achieved a landslide victory in the 
1907 general elections. 

From the Mancomunitat of Catalonia to the Second 
Republic

Mancomunitat of Catalonia

After a long negotiation process with the Madrid government, Enric 
Prat de la Riba, who was already president of Barcelona Provincial 
Council, managed to unite the four Catalan provincial councils and 
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set up the Mancomunitat of Catalonia (1914). Prat de la Riba’s work 
was of great merit, both in terms of culture and the creation of in-
frastructures. In 1917 he died at Castellterçol, Catalonia, and was re-
placed by Josep Puig i Cadafalch.

Meanwhile, various figures in the Lliga, including Francesc Cambó, 
were involved in governance of the monarchy with barely any com-
pensation for Catalonia. In 1922 the Conferència Nacional Catalana 
was held in Barcelona, leading to the founding of a new nationalistic 
party, Acció Catalana, which triumphed in the elections of June 1923.

The Dictatorship of General Primo de Rivera

The dictatorship of General Primo de Rivera (1923-1930) dissolved the 
Mancomunitat of Catalonia and damaged Catalan language and cul-
ture. There were frequent conspiracies and plots, the most notable of 
which was by Francesc Macià who, from Prats de Molló (1926) in the 
French part of the Pyrenees, tried to cross the border and free Catalo-
nia from the dictatorship.

From the Catalan Republic to the Restored Generalitat

After the fall of Primo de Rivera, municipal elections were called in 
April 1931. Acció Catalana, together with Acció Republicana, formed 
Acció Catalana Republicana or Partit Republicà Català, which, toge-
ther with Estat Català and other groups, created the party Esquerra 
Republicana de Catalunya, which under the leadership of Francesc 
Macià won a landslide victory at the elections.

Around Spain, other republican and socialist parties triumphed, 
leading to the proclamation of the Republic (14 April). Before 
this, on the same day, Francesc Macià had proclaimed the Cata- 
lan Republic. Shortly after negotiation with the representatives of 
the Spanish government, the Catalan Republic became the restored 
Generalitat of Catalonia, of which Macià was the first president.
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A Statute of Autonomy was drawn up, which was approved widely 
with a plebiscite in 1932. Several months later, after difficult nego-
tiations, the Spanish Courts voted for it.

The Balearic Islands and the Valencia worked on drawing up their 
own statutes of autonomy, but did not manage to establish them.

Advances in Cultural and Scientific Spheres

During this period and until the end of the Second Republic, major 
advances were made in the fields of culture and science, with an ex-
plosion in architectural modernism, opening the way for noucentisme.

The graphic arts and other minor art forms received a major boost.

All branches of industry, which was mainly involved in processing, 
began to diversify and grow.

Postmodernist or noucentist writers appeared: Josep Carner, Joa-
quim Ruyra, Guerau de Liost, Eugeni d’Ors, Josep M. López-Picó, 
Joaquim Folguera, Mercè Rodoreda (author of Mirall Trencat  – A 
Broken Mirror and La Plaça del Diamant – The Time of the Doves) and 
Antoni M. Alcover (author of Rondaies mallorquines and initiator of 
the exhaustive dictionary of the Catalan language: Diccionari ca-
talà-valencià-balear, later finished by Francesc de Borja Moll). Later 
the neopopularism of Sagarra emerged, and on the back of a bit of 
attention from Carles Riba (a poet), a new boost was given to the 
novel with Miquel Llor and Joan Puig i Ferreter.

Another great writer and journalist of these times was Josep Pla 
(1897-1981).

Many magazines and newspapers were published in Catalan. A par-
ticularly important example was the prestigious magazine Revista 
de Catalunya, edited by Antoni Rovira i Virgili (who was also author 
of the Història nacional de Catalunya). Also of note are La Paraula 
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Cristiana edited by Carles Cardó, Criterion, on philosophy, and the 
scientific journals Ciència and Monografies mèdiques.

Many Catalans of the time created civic or cultural foundations and 
organisations to help move towards full consolidation of Catalan 
culture. Some of the most important were the Fundació Bernat 
Metge (which translated Greek and Latin classics into Catalan) and 
the Fundació Bíblica Catalana.

Other notable figures of the period are Ferran Soldevila, who was com-
missioned by Francesc Cambó to write the famous Història de Catalu- 
nya (History of Catalonia); Josep M. Batista i Roca, who introduced 
the scouting movement to Catalan-speaking countries and founded 
the Minyons de Muntanya, in 1927; and Manuel Sanchis Guarner, 
philologist and historian, who in 1931 published the book La llengua 
dels valencians and later collaborated in completing the Diccionari 
català-valencià-balear. 

Batista i Roca also encouraged the creation of the association Pa-
lestra, an entity federated with other cultural organisations in the 
Balearic Islands and the País Valencià.

At the same time, important figures appeared on the artistic scene, 
creating new pictorial styles, such as surrealism. The most signifi-
cant of these were Dalí with the work Els rellotges tous (The Persisten-
ce of Memory), and Joan Miró and his La masia (The farm) and Dona 
i ocell (Woman and bird).

Finally, in the field of medicine the surgeon Josep Trueta i Raspall is 
famous for his treatment of fractures and for his book The Spirit of 
Catalonia, originally written in English during his exile in the United 
Kingdom. Likewise, Ignasi Barraquer was innovative in the field of 
ophthalmology, applying new techniques which were recognised 
around the world.
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The Civil War and Franco’s dictatorship

All of this economic and cultural expansion was interrupted by the 
rise of General Franco against the Second Spanish Republic. After a 
fratricidal war lasting almost three years, Franco’s victory abolished 
the Statute and deprived Catalonia of all of its institutions and free-
doms. The official and public use of Catalan was prohibited throu-
ghout Catalan lands.

Major persecution of Catalan culture and all notable members of 
the many existing institutions was undertaken. Tens of thousands 
of Catalans were forced to go into exile. The last president of the 
Generalitat, Lluís Companys, was executed by firing squad, and for 
nearly forty years the Catalan people suffered from the worst per-
secution ever recorded. Despite everything, through external and 
internal resistance and the patriotic efforts of many people, Catalan 
culture survived, although very damaged.

Just as after 1714, despite obstacles of all kinds, during this period 
the Catalan people concentrated on their day-to-day work and du-
ties, creating thousands of new businesses and hundreds of thou-
sands of new jobs, which generated a strong current of immigra-
tion to Catalonia (much larger than had occurred in the first third 
of the century).

The restoration of democracy

After the death of General Franco in 1975, President Josep Tarradellas 
returned from exile and the institution of the Generalitat was restored.

Since the Statute of Autonomy was reinstated in 1980, the Parlia-
ment of Catalonia re-established and the governance of the Genera-
litat gradually consolidated, a slow process of national recovery has 
begun, one fraught with difficulties due to the neocentralism of the 
Spanish state and the economic stranglehold it has on Catalonia. 
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Wilfred I the Hairy
(878-897)

(d. 897)

Wilfred II Borrell
(897-911)

(d. 911)

Ramon Borrell I
(992-1017)

(972-1017)

Berenguer Ramon I the Crooked
(1017-1035)

(1006-1035)

Ramon Berenguer II the Tow-head
(1076-1082)

(1053-1082)

Ramon Berenguer III the Great
(1096-1131)

(1082-1131)

Ramon Berenguer IV the Saint
(1131-1162)

(1113-1162)

Peronella, queen of Aragon
(1137-1162)

(1136-1173)

Alfons I the Chaste
(1162-1196)

(1154-1196)

Peter I the Catholic
(1196-1213)

(1177-1213)

Jaume I the Conqueror
(1213-1276)

(1208-1276)

James II of Mallorca
(1276-1311)

(1243-1311)

Ferdinand of Mallorca
(1278-1316)

Sanç I of Mallorca
(1311-1324)

(d. 1324)
James III of Mallorca

(1324-1349)
(1315-1349)

James IV of Mallorca
(1337-1375)

Peter II the Great
(1276-1285)

(1240-1285)

Constance 
of Sicily
(1247-1302)

Alfons II the Liberal
(1285-1291)

(1265-1281)

James II the Just
(1291-1327)

(1267-1327)

Peter III the Ceremonious
(1336-1387)

(1319-1387)

Martin the Humane
(1396-1410)

(1356-1410)

Martin I of Sicily
(1376-1409)

COMPROMISE OF CASPE

John I the Hunter
(1387-1396)

(1350-1396)

Yolande of Bar
(1363-1431)

Eleanor of Sicily
(1325-1375)

Mary of Luna
(1357-1406)

Alfons III the Benign
(1327-1336)

(1299-1336)

Therese of Entenza
(d. 1372)

Blanche of 
Naples

(1283-1310)

Frederich II  
of Sicily
(1272-1337)

(First of the Sicilian 
branch of the House 

of Barcelona)

Sancha of Castile
(1154-1208)

Mary of Montpeller
(1181-1213)

Yolande of Hungary
(1216-1251)

Douce of Provence
(c. 1095-1128)

Berenguer Ramon II the Fratricide
(1082-1096)
(1053-c. 1099)

Ramon Berenguer I the Old
(1035-1076)

(1023-1076)

Almodis of la Marche
(d. 1071)

Ermessenda of Carcassone
(972-1058)

Sancha of Castile
(d. 1027)

Mafalda of Apuila-Calabria
(c. 1059-v. 1112)

Sunifred I
(911-947)

(d. 950)

Miro I
(947-966)

(d. 966)

Borrell II
(947-992)

(915-992)

Winedilde

Garsende

Luitgarde
of Rouergue

Riquilde

c. 993

1021

1052

1078

1112

1150

1174

1204

1235

1262

1295

1314

1349

13721380

Genealogy of the House of Barcelona (878 -1410)
Appendix i
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Ferdinand I
(1412-1416)

(1380-1416)

Alfons IV 
the Magnanimous

(1416-1458)
(1396-1458)

John II
(1458-1479)

(1398-1479)

Joanna I
(1516-1555)

(1479-1555)

John
(1509-1509)

John 
Prince of Girona

(1478-1497)

Ferdinand II
(1479-1516)

(1452-1516)

Eleanor of Alburguerque
(d. 1436)

Joanna Enríquez
(1425-1468)

Isabelle of Castile
(1451-1504)

Germaine of Foix
(1488-1537)

Mary of Castile
(1401-1458)

1393

1415 1447

1506 1469

Appendix ii

Genealogy of the House of Trastamara (1412-1555)
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Emperor Maximilian I
(1459-1519)

Joanna I of Catalonia-Aragon
(1516-1555)

(1479-1555)

[Joanna I of Castile (1504-1555)]

Mary of Burgundy
(1457-1482)

Philip I of Castile
(1478-1506)

Anne of Austria
(1549-1580)

Margaret of Austria
(1584-1611)

Marianne of Austria
(1635-1696)

Marianne of Neuburg
(1667-1740)

Mary Louise of Orleans
(1662-1689)

Charles I
(1516-1556)

(1500-1558)

[emperor Charles V (1519-1556)]
[Charles I of Castile (1516-1556)]

Ferdinand I
(emperor, 1556-1564)

(1503-1564)

[The German Habsburgs]

Philip II of Castile
(1556-1598)

(1527-1598)

[Philip I of Catalonia-Aragon (1556-1598)]
[Philip I of Portugal (1580-1598)]

Philip III of Castile
(1598-1621)

(1578-1621)

[Philip II of Catalonia-Aragon (1598-1621)]
[Philip II of Portugal (1598-1621)]

Philip IV of Castile
(1621-1665)

(1605-1655)

[Philip III of Catalonia-Aragon (1621-1665)]
[Philip III of Portugal (1621-1640)]

Charles II
(1665-1700)

(1661-1700)

[Charles II of Castile (1665-1700)]

Isabella  
of Portugal

(1503-1539)

1477

1496

1570

1599

1649

1679 1690

1526

WAR OF THE SPANISH SUCCESSION

HOUSE OF TRASTAMARA
(see Appendix 2)

Appendix iii

Genealogy of the House of Habsburg (1516-1700)
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1 Berenguer de Cruïlles 1359 - 1362

2 Romeu Sescomes 1363 - 1364 

3 Ramon Gener 1364 - 1365

4 Bernat Vallès
Romeu Sescomes

1365 - 1367
1375 - 1376

5 Joan I d’Empúries 1376

6 Guillen de Guimerà i d’Abella 1376 - 1377

7 Galceran de Besora i de Cartellà
Ramon Gener

1377 - 1378
1379 - 1380

8 Felip d’Anglesola 1380

9 Pere de Santamans 1381 - 1383

10 Arnau Descolomer 1384 - 1389

11 Miquel de Santjoan 1389 - 1396

12 Alfons de Tous 1396 - 1413

13 Marc de Vilalba 1413 - 1416

14 Andreu Bertran 1416 - 1419

15 Joan Desgarrigues 1419 - 1422

16 Dalmau de Cartellà i Despou 1422 - 1425

17 Felip de Malla 1425 - 1428

18 Domènec Ram i Lanaja
Marc de Vilalba

1428 - 1431 
1431 - 1434

19 Pere de Palou 1434 - 1437

20 Pere de Darnius 1437 - 1440

21 Antoni d’Avinyó i de Moles 1440 - 1443

22 Jaume de Cardona i de Gandia 1443 - 1446

Presidencies and presidents of the Generalitat of Catalonia  
(1359-2016)

Appendix iV
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23 Pero Ximénez de Urrea 1446 - 1449

24 Bertran Samasó 1449 - 1452

25 Bernat Guillem Samasó 1452 - 1455

26 Nicolau Pujades 1455 - 1458

27 Antoni Pere Ferrer 1458 - 1461

28 Manuel de Montsuar i Mateu 1461 - 1464

29 Francesc Colom 1464 - 1467

30 Ponç Andreu de Vilar 1467 - 1470

31 Miquel Samsó 1470 - 1473

32 Joan Maurici de Ribes 1473 - 1476

33 Miquel Delgado 1476 - 1478

34 Pere Joan Llobera 1478 - 1479

35 Berenguer de Sos 1479 - 1482

36 Pere de Cardona
Ponç Andreu de Vilar

1482 - 1485
1485 - 1488

37 Juan Payo Coello 1488 - 1491

38 Joan de Peralta 1491 - 1494

39 Francí Vicenç 1494 - 1497

40 Pedro de Mendoza 1497 - 1500

41 Alfons d’Aragó 1500 - 1503

42 Ferrer Nicolau de Gualbes i Desvalls 1503 - 1504

43 Gonzalo Femández de Heredia 1504 - 1506

44 Lluís Desplà i d’Oms 1506 - 1509

45 Jordi Sanç 1509 - 1512

46 Joan d’Aragó 1512 - 1514

47 Jaume Fiella 1514 - 1515

48 Esteve de Garret 1515 - 1518

49 Bernat de Corbera 1518 - 1521
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50 Joan Margarit i de Requesens 1521 - 1524

51 Lluís de Cardona i Enríquez 1524 - 1527

52 Francesc de Solsona 1527 - 1530

53 Francesc Oliver i de Boteller 1530 - 1533

54 Dionís de Carcassona 1533 - 1536

55 Joan Pasqual 1536 - 1539

56 Jeroni de Requesens i Roís de Liori 1539 - 1542

57 Miquel Puig 1542 - 1545

58 Jaume Caçador 1545 - 1548

59 Miquel d’Oms i de Sentmenat 1548 - 1551

60 Onofre de Copons i de Vilafranca 1551 - 1552

61 Miquel de Ferrer i de Marimon 1552

62 Joan de Tormo 1552 - 1553

63 Miquel de Tormo 1553 - 1554

64 Francesc Jeroni Benet Franc 1554 - 1557

65 Pere Àngel Ferrer i Despuig 1557 - 1559

66 Ferran de Lloaces i Peres
Miquel d’Oms i de Sentmenat

1559 - 1560
1560 - 1563

67 Onofre Gomis 1563 - 1566

68 Francesc Giginta 1566 - 1569

69 Benet de Tocco 1569 - 1572

70 Jaume Cerveró 1572 - 1575

71 Pere Oliver de Boteller i de Riquer
Benet de Tocco

1575 - 1578
1578 -1581

72 Rafael d’Oms i Llull 1581 - 1584

73 Jaume Beuló 
Pere Oliver de Boteller i de Riquer

1584
1584 - 1587

74 Martí Joan de Calders 1587

75 Francesc Oliver de Boteller 1587 - 1588
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76 Jaume Caçador i Claret 1590 - 1593

77 Miquel d’Agullana
Francesc Oliver de Boteller

1593 - 1596
1596 - 1598

78 Francesc Oliveres 1598 - 1599

79 Jaume Cordelles i Oms 1599 - 1602

80 Bernat de Cardona i de Queralt 1602 - 1605

81 Pere Pau Caçador i d’Aguilar-Dusai 1605 - 1608

82 Onofre d’Alentorn i de Botella 1608 - 1611

83 Francesc de Sentjust i de Castre 1611 - 1614

84 Ramon d’Olmera i d’Alemany 1614 - 1616

85 Miquel d’Aimeric 1616 - 1617

86 Lluís de Tena 1617 - 1620

87 Benet Fontanella 1620 - 1623

88 Pere de Magarola i Fontanet 1623 - 1626

89 Francesc Morillo 1626 - 1629

90 Pere Antoni Serra 1629 - 1632

91  Esteve Salacruz 1632

92 Garcia Gil de Manrique y Maldonado 1632 - 1635

93 Miquel d’Alentorn i de Salbà 1635 - 1638

94 Pau Claris i Casademunt 1638 - 1641

95 Josep Soler 1641

96 Bernat de Cardona i de Raset 1641 - 1644

97 Gispert d’Amat i Desbosc de Sant Vicenç 1644 - 1647

98 Andreu Pont 1647 - 1650

99 Paolo del Rosso 1650 - 1654

100 Francesc Pijoan 1654 - 1656

101 Joan Jeroni de Besora 1656 - 1659

102 Pau d’Àger i d’Orcau 1659 - 1662
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103 Jaume de Copons i de Tamarit 1662 - 1665

104 Josep de Magarola i de Grau 1665 - 1668

105 Joan Pagès i Vallgornera 1668 - 1671

106 Josep de Camporrells i de Sabater 1671 - 1674

107 Esteve Mercadal i Dou 1674 - 1677

108 Alfonso de Sotomayor 1677 - 1680

109 Josep Sastre i Prats 1680 - 1683

110 Baltasar de Muntaner i de Sacosta 1683 - 1686

111 Antoni de Saiol i de Quarteroni 1686 - 1689

112 Benito Ignacio de Salazar 1689 - 1692

113 Antoni de Planella i de Cruïlles 1692 - 1695

114 Rafael de Pinyana i Galvany 1695 - 1698

115 Climent de Solanell i de Foix 1698 - 1701

116 Josep Antoni Valls i Pandutxo
Antoni de Planella i de Cruïlles

1701
1701 - 1704

117 Francesc de Valls i Freixa 1704 - 1705

118 Josep Grau 1706 - 1707

119 Manuel de Copons i d’Esquerrer 1707 - 1710

120 Francesc Antoni de Solanell i de Montellà 1710 - 1713

121 Josep de Vilamala 1713 - 1714

Presidents of the Mancomunitat of Catalonia 

Enric Prat de la Riba i Sarrà
Josep Puig i Cadafalch

1914 - 1917
1917 - 1924

Presidents of the restored Generalitat of Catalonia 

122 Francesc Macià i Llussà 1931 - 1933

123 Lluís Companys i Jové 
(in exile in 1939 and 1940 until arrested by the Gestapo and 
executed by firing squad in Barcelona by order of General Franco) 

1933 - 1940
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124 Josep Irla i Bosch (a l’exili) 1940 - 1954

125 Josep Tarradellas i Joan 
(a l’exili fins al 1977)

1954 - 1980

126 Jordi Pujol i Soley 1980 - 2003

127 Pasqual Maragall i Mira 2003 - 2006

128 José Montilla i Aguilera 2006 - 2010

129 Artur Mas i Gavarró 2010 - 2016

130 Carles Puigdemont i Casamajó   2016 -

Source: Generalitat de Catalunya

The period of governance from 1367-1375, resulting from the  
Vilafranca Court resolution to suspend members of the court resident in Barcelona, 

has not been included in this list.
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The path to the future





From solidarity to fiscal plunder

The Catalan people have participated demonstrably in the progress 
of Europe with successive contributions throughout its history. 
They have overcome periods of great difficulty which have set the 
country back, yet despite everything, the contributions of previous 
generations have always served as a springboard to rebound from 
difficult situations and attain more prominence.

Moreover, in the last hundred years, Catalonia has contributed 
more than anyone to the progress of the whole of Spain. The time 
has therefore come for this important contribution to be recog-
nised, and not senselessly drained from the economy. It is also time 
to keep moving towards greater levels of self-management of re-
sources and infrastructure in order to increase the wellbeing of the 
people and allow contribution and solidarity to continue to grow.

Catalonia cannot continue to suffer the massive annual fiscal plun-
dering (almost 16.5bn in 2010, 8.5% of GDP) which reduces the re-
sources available for stimulating creativity and innovation and in-
creasing the wellbeing of its people (especially the young, retired 
and unemployed) and for housing the influx of immigrants from 
around the world.

One of the top European countries in per capita 
income

If Catalonia had full control of its resources, it would be one of the 
top countries in Europe in income per capita. Its families would be in 
a much better position to pay mortgages, pensions would be more 
in line with the average standard of living; the welfare state would 
have a greater coverage; homes, schools and universities could be 
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better equipped; savings levels could be increased and, therefore, 
purchasing power, and so on. Likewise, self-management would 
enable major cuts in both income and corporation tax, as well as 
higher quality services. For companies, this would translate into a 
greater ability to compete globally and create jobs.

Nor can the country continue to suffer continual attacks on the 
character traits which give its people a distinct national identity. 

Taking its place in Europe

Catalonia must be able to freely exercise the right to decide its po-
litical future as another — fully recognised — member state of the 
European Union. 

General diagram of Catalonia’s contribution process

The history of a country is its 
path towards the future

The time has come for Catalonia 
to take a giant leap forward
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Following incorporation into the European Union and the progres-
sive internationalisation of the Catalan economy, this is a crucial 
moment in time. 

Current generations, including recent arrivals from around the 
world, must keep in mind the challenges of globalisation, where 
success can only derive from full commitment to the six factors of 
excellence: R+D+4i (Research, Development, Innovation, Identity, 
Impact and Infrastructure). 

The identity factor includes creativity, self-affirmation, intellectual 
capital, social and cultural values and brand or product image.

The impact factor covers internationalisation, network connectivity, 
strategic partnerships and the capacity to contribute/compete in a 
globalised world.

The infrastructure factor takes into account educational, logistical, 
technological and financial aspects.

The identity factor is particularly important, both for companies 
and countries, in order to create a strong and united civil society to 
overcome the poverty-creating currents of uniformisation.

Catalans must therefore be aware of the need to achieve the lev-
els of self-governance necessary for Catalonia to occupy its rightful 
place in Europe. Otherwise, it may be forced to take a major back-
wards step.

As stated in the Introduction, the Catalan people have within their 
grasp the possibility of beginning this new millennium with a Third 
Recovery, representing a definitive success for the Catalan people.
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Catalonia, South West Europe’s leading country

Geographically, Catalonia occupies a strategic position in south-
ern Europe and has socioeconomic, linguistic, cultural and histor-
ical links with a wide zone that could be called the “Central Latin 
Mega-Region” (a mega-region identified by economists of global 
repute, such as Kenichi Ohmae and Richard Florida, as one of the 
world’s major economic mega-regions), in which there is excellent 
potential for economic and social development due to the emer-
gence of the Mediterranean region. This emergence is based on the 
growing socioeconomic relations between the European Union and 
Asia and North Africa which, due to significant logistical flows, pre-
cisely end up in the Mediterranean (see Appendix A). 

Additionally, in this mega-region, called Barce-Lyon by Richard Flor-
ida, two of the great vectors for progress in the European Union 
come together: the FERRMED corridor (rail corridor from Scandina-
via, the Rhine, the Rhone and the Western Mediterrean, which in-
cludes all the locomotive economic regions of the European Union 
and goes into North Africa) and that of the Mediterranean (which 
goes from the Middle East to the Iberian Peninsula, and is a channel 
for the highest intercontinental traffic in the world).

The European Union is moving towards a new socioeconomic di-
mension focused on three major emerging vectors of progress: the 
aforementioned FERRMED (or EULER), the Mediterranean, and the 
Eurasian (which goes from the United Kingdom to the countries of 
the East).

The crossing place of these vectors is where there are the best con-
ditions for all aspects of development.

The area of the South of England, Benelux, the North of France and 
the north-western part of Germany is the crossing point of the FER-
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RMED and Eurasian vectors, and the Central Latin Europe (south-
east France and the eastern part of the Iberian Peninsula, to which 
the north-western part of the Italian peninsula should be added) is 
where the FERRMED and Mediterranean vectors converge.

Barcelona is the seat of the Permanent Secretariat of the Union for 
the Mediterranean. Catalonia must take advantage of this great op-
portunity.

Barcelona-Lyon Mega-Region or Central Latin Europe.

Extent of the Occitan 
language

Extent of the Catalan 
language

Other areas linked to the 
Central Latin Eurozone

Other areas of  
Latin Europe
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The time has come, therefore, for Catalan civil society — as it did so 
masterfully during the Renaissance — to engage and lead projects 
affecting Europe and the whole of Union for the Mediterranean, 
which, by definition, will benefit its people enormously. A new scale 
must be achieved with suitably universal contributions. 

In fact, despite the obstacles, the Catalan economy, with one of the 
highest levels of diversification in Europe, is more open than ever 
and exports significantly exceed sales to both the Spanish and inter-
nal markets. It is also recognised as one of the top nations in various 
fields of scientific research and development and their contributions 
to global progress, in all sectors, continue to excel.

Catalans feel they must persevere on their journey, doing what is 
needed to give its people the right to decide, to build their own 
State - the only definitive solution to the current problems.

This will be possible with the participation in this venture, which so 
inspires Catalan people, of all kinds of entities and entperprises and 
everyone who lives and works in this open society which excludes 
no-one.

The three great vectors of the  
EU’s progress.

Union for the Mediterranean.
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Now is the time to take a giant step forward for 
Catalonia

Finally, it is only right and proper to pay homage to the mul-
titude of people, both of Catalan roots and those hailing from 
around the world (who have made the country their own and 
have fully integrated), who through their efforts have contribut-
ed and continue to contribute to the fact that together, despite the  
current challenges, Catalans can now look to the future of their 
country with hope.
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Demographic Position

Within the whole of the European Union of 28:

• Catalonia occupies 17th position (compared with each of the existing states)

• The Catalan-speaking countries occupy the 9th position

• The mega-region “Barcelona-Lyon” occupies 6th position.

Economic activity generated in the major European mega-regions 
(global ranking).

Appendix A

The demographic and socioeconomic position of Catalonia,  
the Catalan-Speaking Countries and the “Barcelona-Lyon” 

mega-region within the European Union
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Socioeconomic Position

Despite the fiscal drainage it suffers, Catalonia is one of the most dynamic eco-
nomic   regions of the European Union of 28. In contribution of Gross Domes-
tic Product (GDP) it occupies 12th position, and all Catalan-speaking countries, 
8th position.

The economic mega-region called Barcelona-Lyon by Richard Florida (which 
includes the Catalan and Occitan-Speaking Countries plus the French 
Provençal region of Rhône-Alps) holds 5th position in the EU, according to the 
ranking established by Richard Florida himself generating economic activity in 
the European mega-regions, based on spatial techniques and statistics and on 
light-based regional product (LRP).

In his book Who’s Your City?, Richard Florida (New York, USA, 2008) states that 
“The binational mega-region Barce-Lyon claims some 25 million people who 
churn out $610 billion in LRP. While Northern Europeans have long vacationed 
in this region, job seekers are increasingly relocating there as well. A high-rank-
ing minister of trade from The Netherlands confided privately to me that she is 
nervous about losing Northern European companies to the sunbelt’s climate, 
physical beauty, and talent pools.”

In fact, this mega-region is continuing to expand, in terms of territory and of 
population, leading to over 30 million inhabitants in 2015 and to its moving up 
a position in the wealth ranking.
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Outstanding Catalan Contributions





“I am a Catalan. Today a province of Spain. But what has been Catalonia? Catalonia 
has been the greatest nation in the world. I will tell you why: Catalonia has had the 
first parliament. Much before England, Catalonia had the beginning of the United 
Nations. All the authorities of Catalonia in the 11th century met in a city of France, 
at that time Catalonia, to speak about peace. In the 11th century! Peace in the world 
and against, against, against wars the inhumanity of wars. This was Catalonia. I am 
so so happy, so moved to be here, with you...”

Pau Casals

(Transcription of the speech made by Pau Casals at the United Nations on 24 Octubre 1971.)

The book of Outstanding Catalan Contributions

Cover and transcription of Pau Casals’ speech at the UN in 1971

To demonstrate in a palpable way the participation of our people in the pro-
gress of Europe and the rest of the world, we wanted to capture, in a first-rate 
and accurate work, all that Catalans have contributed in the course of our his-
tory that has transcended our borders

The book opens with the transcript of Pau Casals’ speech at the UN headquar-
ters in 1971. The cover, by Ramon Mir, aims to convey the idea that Catalonia is 
like perpetual magma that boils and boils and boils…
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Introduction

The book of Outstanding Catalan Contributions is an initiative by the Occitano 
Catalan Foundation, which has been responsible for coordinating and over-
seeing publication of the book. 

The basic intention of this book is to make the citizens of Catalonia and of the 
world aware of the contributions made by the Catalan people to the general 
advancement of humanity throughout history, in all fields and well beyond the 
country’s borders. 

The authors of the work are Joan Triadú (†), Joan Amorós, Xavier Bada, Pere 
Baltà, Enric Cirici, Jaume Comellas, Maria Costa, Joaquim Ferrer (†), Antoni 
Grivé, Ramon Mir, Jaume Perarnau, Víctor Pou, Francesc Roca, Antoni Ros 
Marbà i Armand Sanmamed. Publication of the book as been carried out by 
Pagès Editors, S L (Lleida).

The book is a quality hardback, measuring 28 x 19 cm, and has 744 pages and 
nearly 1 000 illustrations.

It is published in four versions: Catalan, Spanish, English and French.

The last three versions are distributed around the world in order to make it 
clear that Catalonia is one more nation among all nations.

The book contains three distinct parts: a brief history of the history of Cat-
alonia, a description of the contributions chosen and the opinion of leading 
figures about the way the Catalan people have made these contributions.

Joan amorós

As Karl Popper says, only one road leads to science […]: finding a problem. 
Well, we have found one in our collective survival. It involves explaining our-
selves, as Catalans. Explaining that, if we are people unnamed by history, it 
is not only — though this argument would suffice — because we have borne 
centuries of oppression, ‘amputation’  (Treaty of the Pyrenees, 1659) and finally 
total subjection (1714); it is also due to our own lack of self-knowledge. We 
thus cede to the adversary that which it most desires, which, to take Popper’s 
reasoning to its logical conclusion, is to find the happiest solution to its prob-
lem: the disappearance of the adversary.
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With dignity thus restored, and identity duly recognised, we would therefore 
like to address ourselves, as Aribau did in his final verse dedicated to the home-
land (“A la Pàtria”): “to our own, to strangers and to posterity”.

Joan triadú (†)

Description of the contributions

The book contains 223 outstanding contributions, some of them including 
some differentiated facts. Each of those contributions is concisely described 
and contains a reference to the author, in case he is known. All of them are 
richly illustrated with engraving, photos and diagrams.

You can find out more about the significant breadth of the book on the ded-
icated website, www.catalancontributions.com. Catalonia is an old European 
country which has survived all kinds of storms and now faces the future with 
its own voice, joining the chorus of peoples of the world.

Glossary of topics

Archictecture, town planning and interior design
Visual arts : painting, sculpture, ceramics, tapestry, etc.

Transportation : Automotive, aeronautic and rail
Science, research and technology

Medical science
Cuisine

Popular culture and sport
Law and legislation

Economics and business
Education and training

Philosophy
Geography, history, natural science and sociology

Language and literature
Music and performing arts

Politics
Psychiatry and psychology

Chemistry and pharmaceuticals
Society
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List of contributions described

Archictecture, town planning and in-
terior design

Ricard Bofill
A Postmodern Method for Contempo-
rary Architecture

Oriol Bohigas
Overhaul of the Function of Architec-
ture and Town Planning

Carles Buïgas
Engineering of Water and Light Shows

The Catalan Vault
A Traditional Catalan Building Technique

Ildefons Cerdà
Design of the Eixample District of Barcelona

Lluís Domènech i Montaner
An Architectonic Concept Incorporat-
ing all of the Arts

Antoni Gaudí
Architectural Creation Inspired by Nature

Great religious and civic buildings
Gothic Art

Josep Maria Jujol
Modernist Architecture and Interiors

Enric Miralles
Ground-Breaking Architecture with 
Gaudian Roots

Museu Nacional d’Art de Catalunya
Romanesque Art

Ramon Perera
A Network of Civil Air-Raid Shelters

Josep Puig i Cadafalch
Modernist and Rationalist Architec-
ture and Rediscovery of Romanesque Art

Nicolau Maria Rubió i Tudurí
Landscaping of Nature and its Archi-
tectural Expression

Josep Lluís Sert
Rationalist Architecture with Influ-
ence from the Mediterranean Tradition

Visual arts (painting, sculpture, ce-
ramics, tapestry, etc.)

Ramon Casas
Elegant Brushwork in Modernism

Josep Clarà
Noucentist Serenity in Sculpture

Antoni Clavé
The Transversal Universe of Clavé: 
from the intimism of Les Nabis to ab-
straction

Salvador Dalí
The Lucidity of Dreams and Technical 
Perfection in Painting

Pere Daura
Vitalism on Both Sides of the Atlantic

Apel·les Fenosa
The Sculptor of Blazing Materials

Marià Fortuny
Fortunyisme, the Path from Refine-
ment to Impressionism

Pau Gargallo
Incorporation of the Language of 
Metal into Sculpture

Juli González
Sculptural Language using Sheet Iron

Josep Grau-Garriga
New Creation of Contemporary Tapestry

Antoni Guerra el Vell; Antoni Guerra el Jove; 
Francesc Guerra

The Guerras: Between the Gold-
en Century and the Great Century 
A Dynasty of Perpignan Artists
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Manolo Hugué
Synthesis of Modernity and Classicism 
in Sculpture

Josep Llimona
Rounded Sculpture in the Modernist Period

Josep Llorens i Artigas
Mastering the Art of Ceramics

Aristides Maillol
The Most Mediterranean of Sculptur-
al Forms

Joan Miró
Creation of a Pictorial World

Antoni Muntadas
Audiovisual Technology for Art

Jaume Plensa
The Expression of Uncertainty, 
Meditation and Absence through Art

Francesc Ribalta
One of the Maximum Expressions 
of Baroque Realism

Josep de Ribera
Tenebrist Painting and the Move 
towards Brilliant Realism

Jacint Rigau-Ros
Portrait Painter in the Court of Louis 
XIV of France

Pablo Ruiz Picasso
The Birth of Picasso’s Cubism

Josep Maria Sert
Gilding the Lily of the Art of the Tiepolos

Josep Maria Subirachs
The Sculpture of Geometrics and Reliefs

Antoni Tàpies
Renewal of Artistic Trends: the 
Strength of the Material Substrate of a Work

Torquat Tasso
Modernisation of Ibero-American Sculpture

Francesc Vilasís-Capalleja
The Art of Fired Enamel on Metals

The Churrigueras
Churrigueresque, the Style of the 
Churrigueras, to Baroque Art

Transportation : automotive, aero-
nautic and rail

Ramon Casanova
Reactor for Use in Automobiles and 
Aeroplanes

FERRMED
An Initiative to Improve the Trans-Eu-
ropean Rail Network and Develop the 
Mediterranean Corridor

Ferrocarril de Sarrià
The First Suburban Railway in Conti-
nental Europe

Pioneering Inventions and Activity in 
Self-Propelled Vehicles and Aeronautics

Science, research and technology

Pau Abad
Telephotographic Device. Fax

Josep Amat
Identification of Radar Signals at Sea

Francesc Joan Domènec Aragó
The Aragó Point and Setting the Paris 
Meridian

Jacint Barrau
Barrau Loom for Weaving Silk Velvet

Antoni Boada; Joan Boada
The RUBI Tile Cutter

Manuel Cardona
Progress in Electronic Technology

Ferran Casablancas
Mechanical Modernisation of the Tex-
tile Industry

Josefina Castellví
Antarctic Research on the Role of Bac-
teria and Algae as the Basis of the Food Chain
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Catalan Forge
A singular procedure to obtain high 
quality iron

Joan Ignasi Cirac
Exploration of Quantum Information

Josep Comas i Solà
Filming of the Spectrum of the Solar 
Chromosphere and Other Astronom-
ical Discoveries

Ramon Farguell
The berguedana, Spinning Machine

Josep Guardiola
Coffee-Drying Machine

Joan Roget

The Telescope (Long-Focus Lens)

The IBM Laboratory in Barcelona
Use of Personal Computers as Work-
stations for the Banking Sector

The Long Pistol or Petronel

Antoni de Martí i Franquès
Scientific Measurement of the Com-
position of Air

Narcís Monturiol
The First Submarine and Anaerobic Engine

The Oldest Astrolabe in the Western World

Joan Oró
Research on the Origins of Life

Research and Technological Innovation 
Institutes

Francesc Salvà
The Construction of an Electric Tele-
graph, Social Interest in Hygiene and 
Public Sanitation

Francesc Santponç (or Santponts)
The Catalan Contribution to Invention 
of the Steam Engine

Ferran Sunyer i Balaguer
Contribution to Progress in Mathe-
matical Theories

Esteve Terradas
Approach to Quantum and Relativity Theories

Benet Viñes; Frederic Faura; Josep Algué
Laws on the Behaviour of Tropical Cy-
clones and the First Meteorological 
Station in Asia

Medical science

Francesc Abel i Fabre
Bioethics

Arnau de Vilanova
The Basic Principles of the Art of Med-
icine and Practical Philosophy

Hermenegild Arruga
Instrumental and Surgical Innovation 
in Ophthalmology

Joaquim Balcells
Discovery of the Microbiological Na-
ture of Cholera

Ignasi Barraquer
Extraction of Cataracts Through 
Phacoerisis, Using an “Erisiphac”

Pere Joan Cardona
Research to Develop a Vaccine against 
Latent Tuberculosis Infection

Carles Cordón
Tumoural Immunology and Molecu-
lar Pathology in Oncology

Francesc Duran i Reynals
Description of Viral Aetiology of Cancer: 
The Reynals Spreading Factor

Frederic Duran i Jordà
The Foundations of the Blood Bank

Miquel Àngel Fargas
The Laying of Foundations for Gynae-
cological Surgery, in Barcelona

Jaume Ferran
A Vaccine Against Cholera and Instant 
Photography

Valentí Fuster
Work on Arteriosclerosis and Heart Disease
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Salvador Gil i Vernet
The Urogenital System: Anatomical, 
Clinical and Surgical Findings

Josep Maria Gil-Vernet
Improvements in Urogenital Surgery

Antoni de Gimbernat
Gimbernat’s Operation, a New Meth-
od for Operating on Crural Hernia

Josep Antoni Grífols
The Grífols Family: Laying of the 
Foundations of Modern Haematology 

Hospital de la Santa Creu
General Hospital

Ferran Martorell
Advances in the Knowledge of Vascu-
lar Pathology

Joan Massagué; Josep Baselga; Antoni Ribas; 
Manel Esteller

Causes of Cancer and the Mechanisms 
that Prevent it from Spreading

Miquel Servet
Pulmonary Circulation and Oxygena-
tion of the Blood

Agustí Pedro i Pons
Solid Training of Internal Medicine 
Specialists

August Pi i Sunyer
Functioning of the Autonomic Nerv-
ous System

Pere Piulachs
The Origins of a School of Surgery

Antoni Puigvert
Consolidation of Means of Assistance 
and Teaching of Urology

Emili Roviralta
Establishment of the Specialisation 
of Paediatric Surgery

Josep Salvany; Francesc Xavier Balmis
Mass Smallpox Vaccination Campaigns 
in America and Asia

Lluís Sayé
Anti-Tuberculosis Vaccination

Eduard Tolosa
Neurology and Neurosurgery Tolo-
sa-Hunt Syndrome

Joaquim Trias i Pujol; Antoni Trias i Pujol
Modernity in Surgical Science

Josep Trueta
Surgical Treatment of War Injuries

Ramon Turró
Immunology, Bacteriology, Physiology 
and Psychology

Xavier Vilanova i Montiu; Joaquim Piñol i 
Aiguadé

Diagnosis of Migratory Hypodermitis

Cuisine

Ferran Adrià
Creativity in Contemporary Culinary Art

Llibre de Sent Soví
Catalan medieval cooking

The Trajectory of Catalan Cuisine

Popular culture and sport

Athletes and Sports Clubs with a Global Impact

Diada de Sant Jordi, Festival of the Book 
and the Rose

Emili Mongé; Lluís Mongé
The Patí de vela Catamaran

Joan Antoni Samaranch
The Games of the XXV Olympiad 
of the Modern Age

Law and legislation

Abbot Oliba
Assemblies of Peace and Truce

World Conference on Linguistic Rigths
Universal Declaration of Linguistic Rights
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Llibre del Consolat de Mar
The Maritime Law Code

Saint Raymond of Penyafort
The Decretals, Compilation of Canon Law

Josep Sardà
Peaceful Abolition of Slavery on the 
Island of Réunion

The Usatges
The Oldest Compilation of Common 
Law, from the Early Middle Ages

Economics and business

Andreu Mas-Colell; Xavier Vives; Jordi Galí; 
Xavier Sala-i-Martin

Catalonia’s Scientific Contribution 
to the Field of Economics

Guilds of builders, carpenters, shoemakers and 
sailmakers in Barcelona

Pioneering Trade Guilds and Employ-
ers’ Organisations in Europe

IESE; ESADE; EADA
Business Schools

The Taula de Canvi of Barcelona
Public Bank Created in Barcelona in 1401

A Strong Agri Food Industry

Education and training

Saint Joseph Calassanç (Saint Joseph Calasanz)
Universal Schooling for All Children

Gabriel Ferraté
A Virtual University

Francesc Ferrer i Guàrdia
Rationalist Teaching: the Modern School

Francesc Flos i Calcat
Catalan Schooling

Saint Francis of Borgia
Jesuit Educational Centres and the 
Dissemination of European Humani-
ties in the 16th Century

Josep Manyanet
Education of Children and Young Peo-
ple in Europe and America, the Sagra-
da Família Schools

Joaquima de Vedruna
The schools and hospitals of the Car-
melite Sisters of Charity

Philosophy

Abraham Bar H. iyya ha Nası̄
Encyclopaedia in Hebrew

Anselm Turmeda
Philosophy in Catalonia and Tunis 
(14th-15th centuries)

Bonastruc ça Porta
The Kabbalah

Ramon Llull
Philosophical Magnitude in Vernacu-
lar Language

Raymond Sebond
A Christian Response to Humanism 
from a Medieval Perspective

Geography, history, natural science 
and sociology

Abraham Cresques
Representation of the World: the Cat-
alan Atlas

Domènec Badia
Introduction of Islamic Knowledge 
to Western Europe

Miquel Batllori
Erudition Dedicated to the Study of 
Cultural and Ecclesiastical History

Francesc Boix
Photographic Documentation of the 
Nazi Extermination Camps
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Pere Bosch i Gimpera
Progress in the Fields of Archaeology 
and the Anthropological and Ethno-
logical Sciences

Eudald Carbonell
Explanation of the Ancient Settle-
ments of the Iberian Peninsula Based 
on Analysis of Prehistoric Technology

Fèlix Cardona
The Exploration of Guyana

Manuel Castells
Extensive Sociological Analysis within 
the Framework of Integrated Information

Miquel Crusafont
Palaeontology of the European Mio-
cene and the Theory of Evolution

Pius Font i Quer
Amplification of Botanical Taxonomy 
and Phytogeography

Ramon Margalef
The Concept of Information in Ecology 

Joan Orpí i del Pou
Colonising Expeditions to the North of 
Venezuela

Ramon Pané (or Paner)
The Earliest American Ethnography

Gaspar de Portolà i de Rovira
Exploration of California and the 
Founding of San Diego and Monterrey

Alfred Sauvy Tisseyre
The Concept of Third World

Pau Vila i Dinarès
The Pedagogical and Scientific Aspects 
of Geography

Language and literature

Joaquim Amat-Piniella
Novel Bearing Witness to the Nazi 
Extermination Camps

Ausiàs March
Uncompromising Poetry About Love 
and Death

Roser Capdevila
Spread of Illustrated Stories for Children

Catalan, the Language of the Avant-Garde

Contemporary Catalan Literature

Salvador Espriu
Classical Poetry in the Service 
of Freedom and Justice

Francesc Eiximenis
The Quest for Social Progress from a 
Christian Medieval Conception of the World

Àngel Guimerà
The Renaissance of Catalan Dramaturgy

Isabel de Villena
Vita Christi, the First Book Written 
by a Woman to be Widely Published 
Around the World

Joanot Martorell
A Modern Version of Chivalric Ro-
mance Tirant lo Blanc

Llibre dels Feits del rei En Jaume; Llibre del rei 
En Pere, by Bernat Desclot; Crònica, by Ramon 
Muntaner; Crònica de Pere el Cerimoniós

The Four Great Catalan Chronicles, 
Landmark of Medieval History

Joan Maragall
Poetry of Vital Exaltation

Carles Riba
Poetry with Classical Roots as Experi-
ence of Culture

Martí de Riquer i Morera
Revitalisation of Romance Studies

Mercè Rodoreda
Poetic Narrative Full of Symbolism

Jacint Verdaguer
Poetic Expression of Popular Culture

87

outStanding catalan contriButionS



Music and performing arts

Isaac Albéniz
Virtuosity from Piano to Composition

Carmen Amaya
Dazzling Flamenco Dancing. Per-
formed with Rhythm and Feeling

Josep Andreu, Charlie Rivel
Loveable and Artistic Clown Performances

Maria del Mar Bonet
Mediterranean Folk Music Captured 
in the Beauty of a Voice

Maria Remei Canals; Francesc Viñas
Maria Canals and Francesc Viñas, 
Two Music Competitions

“El cant dels ocells” 
Catalan Popular Song

Pau Casals
From the Sublime Song of the Cello 
to a Call for Universal Peace

Joan Cererols
Polyphonic Religious Music

Josep Anselm Clavé; Lluís Millet; Oriol 
Martorell

Choral Singing as an Instrument for 
Social Cohesion

Els Comediants; La Fura dels Baus; El Tricicle
Multifaceted European Expansion 
of Contemporary Performing Arts

Xavier Cugat
Popularisation of Tropical Rhythms 
of the Caribbean to the United States

Robert Gerhard
Enriching Composition through Ab-
straction and New Sounds

Enric Granados
The Last Romantic Piano Composer

The Field of Opera; Paris in the Early 
20th Century, Active Catalan Music 
Scene; Contemporary Catalan Theatre; 
Contemporary Dance

World Famous Performers

Jaume Isern i Colomer
A Music Writing System for the Blind

Joan Lamote de Grignon
Supporting Popular Music Education

Lluís Llach
Songs of Tenderness and Revolt

Vicent Martín
Catalan Opera of the Neapolitan Style 

Frederic Mompou
The Meditative Sound of Musical 
Compositions

Xavier Montsalvatge
Personal Eclecticism in Composition

Josep Oller
Expanding the World of Parisian Shows

Raimon
A Voice, Symbol of a People

Jordi Savall
Rediscovery of Ancient European Music

Joan Manuel Serrat
The Simple Life in Song

Josep Ferran Sor (also Sors, Sorts)
The Guitar as Concert Instrument

Domènec Miquel Terradelles
The Flowering of Opera Straddling Ba-
roque and Classicism

Eduard Toldrà
Normalisation of Musical Language, 
Performance, Conducting and Composition

Margarida Xirgu
Revitalising Theatre using a Creative 
Focus for Scenic Art

Politics

The General Courts of Catalonia
The First Parliament

Ferdinand II the Catholic
Catalan Participation in the Discovery 
of America
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Mossos d’Esquadra
The Oldest Civil Judicial Police Force 
in Europe

Joan Pujol
Successfull of Counterespionage 
in the Allied Landing in Normandy 
during the Second World War (1939-1945)

Ramon Berenguer IV
The Medieval Confederation, an Open 
System that Respected Plurality

Psychiatry and psychology

Henri Ey
Foundations of Dynamic Psychiatry

Joan Lluís Vives
Precursor of Modern Psychology 
and Europeanism in the 16th Century

Emili Mira
Application of Psychiatry and Psychol-
ogy to Mental Hygiene

Chemistry and pharmaceuticals

Francesc Carbonell
Industrial and Pharmaceutical Appli-
cation of Chemistry

Col·legi d’Apotecaris de Barcelona
Concòrdia de Barcelona, Pharmaceutical 
Procedures and Recipes

Mateu Josep Bonaventura Orfila
Modern Toxicology

Josep Roura
Discovery of Smokeless Powder

Fèlix Serratosa
The Development of Organic Synthe-
sis Methodology

Society

Alexander VI (Roderic of Borgia)
The Alexander Line

“Halfway between scientific prose and erotic 
discourse”

Speculum al foder: the Catalan Kamasutra

Francesca Bonnemaison
Public Library for Women

Calixtus III (Alfons de Borja)
Desire for Peace in a Turbulent Europe

Pere Casaldàliga
Human Rights Campaigning for the 
Most Vulnerable of Mato Grosso (Brazil)

Saint Antoni M. Claret
The Missionary Sons of the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary (Claretians)

Tarragona Provincial Church Council; 
Berenguer de Vilademuls

Christian Calendar Adopted Internationally

Elementary Music Conservatory / The oldest 
extant publisher in Europe

The Benedictine Monastery of Montserrat

Vicenç Ferrer
A Social and Economic Development 
Model for the Poorest Communities of India

Júniper Serra
Founding of the Franciscan Missions 
in Alta California – Origin of Califor-
nian Cities

Medieval Catalan Cosmetics

Order of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Mercy
The Rescue of Captives

Pagès de remença
The Remença Syndicate

Saint Peter Claver
Humanitarian Aid and Evangelisation 
of Indigenous People and African Slaves

A Society with a Remarkable Capacity 
for Integration
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Nativity façade. Expiatory 
Temple of Sagrada Família 

in Barcelona.
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Pulsejet.

Museu de la Ciència i de la Tècnica de Catalunya. Terrassa

Drawing of Ictíneo, by Narcís Monturiol.
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Doctor Grífols performing a 
blood transfusion with the 

flèbula patented in 1929.
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Preserved manuscript of Llibre de Sent 
Soví, with the first references to fish 

written by Catalan authors.
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Opening ceremony of the Games of 
the XXV Olympiad Barcelona 1992. 

Barcelona Olympic Stadium.
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Painting by 
Joan Miró in the 

Parliament of 
Catalonia. 
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Front cover of the Llibre 
del Consolat de Mar, 1540.
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Llibre de Contemplació,  
by Ramon Llull, a work of praise 

and contemplation of God  
and his works.
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19th century copy of the Atlas 
Català (1375) commissioned by the 

Crown of Aragon.
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Tirant lo Blanc, by 
Joanot Martorell, 
English edition.
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Courts of Peter II the Great, c. 1284.  
Usatges i Constitucions de Catalunya,  

f. 67r.
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Escolania de Montserrat.
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Catalunya, un vell país d’Europa

Catalonia is an old European country of seven and a half million inhabitants, 
situated between the Pyrenees and the Mediterranean, whose history spans 
more than a thousand years. Its origins are marked by an Iberian substrate, 
significant contact with Greek culture as well as an intense Romanisation, a 
close bond with the Languedoc region and its forming part of the Carolingian 
empire. The Catalan language is spoken in an area with a population of over 
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fourteen million people.Over the course of time, an extensive Mediterranean 
confederation was built and, in the Middle Ages, Catalonia was one of the 
most socially and culturally advanced countries on the European Continent. 
The nation suffered various historical vicissitudes, and following the union 
of the crowns of Catalonia & Aragon and Castile, the monarchy looked in-
creasingly towards Castile. Catalonia’s international political influence dimin-
ished, especially following the War of Succession (of the Hispanic kingdoms, 
between the houses of Austria and Bourbon) and the fall of Barcelona in 1714.

 Despite everything, Catalonia was able, with no institutional aid and no sig-
nificant natural resources, to initiate an industrial revolution and a powerful 
cultural renaissance which continues to this day. This is thanks to a Europe-
an mindset, a propensity for dialogue and the creativity and work ethic of its 
people, the sum of which has lead to an outstanding ability to contribute to 
human progress that surpasses its frontiers.

This book of OUTSTANDING CATALAN CONTRIBUTIONS is a sample of the 
ability of Catalans to contribute internationally to all areas of human activity, 
since the earliest beginnings as a distinct people. We hope that reading it will 
lead to a realisation that Catalonia is an ancient people that deserves the same 
political recognition as any other European nation.

Map of the geographical extension  
of the Catalan language.

Expansion of the Catalan-
Aragonese Crown  

in the 13th, 14th and 15th centuries.
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International dissemination of the book

We have begun the international distribution of the book to organisations 
around the world (parliaments, governments, embassies, universities, librar-
ies, cultural and scientific organisations, etc.), where it has been well received, 
as has the Catalan process itself and the situation in which we find ourselves, a 
reception far greater and more positive than we were expecting.

International recognition, therefore, does not seem to be an unsurmountable 
problem. It all depends on our conviction and drive to advance the process.

How to acquire the book

Directly from offices of the Fundació Occitano Catalana (Occitano-Catalan 
Foundation), Via Laietana 39, 3ª planta, Barcelona 08003.

Tel.: 0034 93 412 10 14

Fax: 0034 93 317 48 28

E-mail: admin@fundoc.net

Web: www.catalancontributions.com

The price is 95 euros for the English edition. This helps us to cover the signif-
icant editing and printing costs of such a quality publication and the interna-
tional distribution and dissemination of the work.
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